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ACB Commends Delta for Revising Its Service Animal Policy
WASHINGTON, Feb. 22, 2018 — The American Council of the Blind commends Delta Air Lines for re-examining its recent policy on service animals, relaxing constraints that negatively impacted travelers with guide dogs. The revised policy announced today makes changes to a policy released earlier this year that was intended to reduce the number of fraudulent service and emotional support animals that have disrupted travel and, in some cases, caused injury to passengers. 

“ACB is pleased to learn that Delta listened to the concerns ACB and our members raised following the release of their January 18th change in policy,” said Eric Bridges, ACB’s executive director. “The new policy provides a much more workable solution that still allows for the freedom of travel by passengers using guide dogs.”

Since its inception, ACB has advocated tirelessly for equal access by individuals who rely on the use of a guide dog. ACB played an active role in the passage of the Air Carrier Access Act of 1986 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Both laws have established the fundamental right to access in places of public accommodation and across multiple transportation networks, including all commercial airlines.

“We look forward to working with Delta and other airlines to assure that the skies remain accessible for all travelers, especially those who experience the freedom that comes through traveling with a guide dog,” said Anthony Stephens, ACB’s director of advocacy and governmental affairs. A guide dog user, Stephens was actively involved in the 2016 Department of Transportation negotiations tasked with finding a solution to the rise in service animal fraud.

The initial policy change, released January 18th, would have created multiple barriers to free and independent access to air travel by consumers with guide dogs. Passengers with service and emotional support animals would have been required to provide prior notice, and upload relevant documents affirming the dog’s training and vaccination records. The revised guidelines relax many of these policies for individuals with legitimately trained service animals, which have already undergone great scrutiny and training before being released in the community with their handlers. Passengers traveling with trained service animals will still be required to have their dogs vaccinated and be able to provide proof of vaccination should issues or injury arise as a result of the animal.

ACB recognizes Delta’s desire to assure that in the rare case of injury, the appropriate documentation can be made available. We thank Delta for listening to its customers and redrafting a policy that does not discriminate against travelers who rely on their service dogs to be independent.

The Gateway to Success Is in St. Louis
by Janet Dickelman

The 2018 American Council of the Blind conference and convention will be held at the Union Station Hotel in historic St. Louis. Convention dates are Friday, June 29th through Friday, July 6th. The exhibit hall opens Saturday, June 30th, and will be open through Wednesday, July 4th. It features the latest and greatest in technology and items for home, work and play!

ACB affiliates and committee programs, seminars and mixers, will be held Saturday, June 30th and run through Wednesday, July 4th. Tech sessions offered by our business partners will begin on Saturday, June 30th. Our opening general session is Saturday evening, June 30th; morning sessions run Sunday through Wednesday. The all-day Thursday session will feature elections and ACB business. 

Don’t miss the annual banquet Thursday evening, featuring the presentation of awards, “The ACB Braille Forum” raffle drawing, and Grammy Award-nominated Michael Cleveland who, along with guitarist Brian Allen, will play for us and regale us with tales of life on the road as blind musicians. 

Welcome to Missouri Party

Join the MCB host committee Friday evening, June 30th, for the Welcome to Missouri party featuring Steve Schnelle and his band Timbucktu. The band plays music from the ‘60s to the present, from classic rock to modern country!

Start Your Day with Breakfast

American Foundation for the Blind (AFB) will host a breakfast Sunday morning, July 1st. National Industries for the Blind will hold a breakfast Tuesday morning, July 3rd. Both breakfasts will feature speakers who will share information about their work.  Guide Dogs for the Blind (GDB) offers breakfast on Monday for GDB graduates and others interested in learning about guide dogs.

Indoor Navigation

Let indoor wayfinding technology be your guide around the hotel this year. MD Support is again providing its LowViz Guide app at no cost; just download it to your iPhone or iPad and let it describe all points of interest and routes throughout the hotel lobby and meeting areas. This will be our 4th year providing LowViz Guide for attendees, and MD Support director Dan Roberts assures us that the technology gets better every year. Tech specialists Jerrod Witt and Joe Roberts will be on hand for support and assistance.

For important information, including a direct download link to the App Store, frequently asked questions, an audio-visual demonstration of the app, what you need to know ahead of time, and articles and audio broadcasts about LowViz Guide, visit www.mdsupport.org/audioguide. 

Reasonable Accommodations

If you plan to attend the convention and need a support service provider or interpreter, contact Lori Scharff, who will assist in making arrangements. Send her an e-mail with “interpreter for St. Louis” in the subject line at loris1@optonline.net, or phone her at (516) 695-6370.

If you need a wheelchair or scooter during the convention, contact Janet Dickelman (651) 428-5059 or via email, janet.dickelman@gmail.com.
Convention Volunteers

Sally Benjamin, ACB’s volunteer coordinator, and the Missouri host committee are working to obtain volunteers to assist convention attendees at Union Station Hotel and the airport. Here are a few reminders to make things run smoothly for convention attendees and volunteers.

Volunteers are happy to help you locate meeting rooms, the exhibit hall, your table in the ballroom, restaurants in the hotel and the elevator bays. Volunteers cannot accompany you to the sleeping room floors or assist you in locating your room. If you need help getting to and from your hotel room, you will need to make arrangements with a friend or family member to assist you. 

Volunteers or hotel staff cannot administer medications, or assist you with other health care needs. 

Volunteers and hotel staff can assist you in locating dog relief areas, but they are not expected to take your dog out for you. If you need assistance in these areas, please make arrangements prior to the convention for a friend or family member to help you.

If you use a wheelchair, ACB convention volunteers may not be physically able to push your chair. Please don’t count on ACB volunteers or hotel staff to be wheelchair pushers. A limited number of volunteers will accompany each tour. Volunteers will help as much as possible; however, they are not personal guides or personal care attendants.  If you need individual assistance, please plan to attend the tour with a friend who can act as your guide, PCA or wheelchair pusher.

Assistance at the Airport

To assist airline personnel and Margarine Beaman and her cadre of airport volunteers, if you would like assistance when you arrive at the airport in St. Louis, please submit the following information:

Your name

The name of the airline you will be arriving on

Your departure city

Arrival flight number

Arrival date and time

Departure airline

Departure date

Departure time

Your cell phone number

You can send Margarine an e-mail with “airline information” in the subject line at

oleo50@hotmail.com, or call her at (512) 921-1625.

Transportation around St. Louis

Go Best Express is offering ACB a rate of $38.25 round trip from the airport; a taxi from the airport is $50 each way. To make your reservation by phone, call their 24/7 reservations department at (314) 222-5300 and provide our discount code, ACB2018.

You could also take Metrolink, St. Louis’ light rail system, from the airport to Union Station Hotel for $4.

Using Paratransit

To be certified to use paratransit in St. Louis, call Pat Hall at (314) 982-1525. You will need to provide proof of eligibility. The phone number to set up a ride is (314) 652-3617.

Ordering Dog Food

Scoop Masters will provide and maintain our dog relief areas. If you would like to preorder dog food to be delivered to your hotel room, call Tim Stone at 1-800-787-7667, or order online at

http://scoopmasters.com/acb. There’s a form on the page that asks for your name, phone number, and the brand and type of food. Tim will call you for further details, and will accept payments at the hotel. Be sure to order your dog’s food by June 18th to ensure delivery.

Staying in Touch

The convention announce list will be filled with information! To subscribe to the list, send a blank e-mail to acbconvention-subscribe@acblists.org. If you received updates for the 2017 convention, you’re already on the list; you need not subscribe again.

Hotel Details

Room rates at Union Station are $89; this rate applies for up to 2 people in a king room and up to 4 guests in a room with two queen beds. Room tax is currently 18.435%. Make telephone reservations by calling (314) 231-1234, and be sure to mention you are with the American Council of the Blind to obtain the convention rate. To make reservations online visit www.acb.org and follow the 2018 convention link for online reservations.

Convention Contacts

2018 exhibit information: Michael Smitherman, (601) 331-7740, amduo@bellsouth.net 

2018 advertising and sponsorships: Margarine Beaman, (512) 921-1625, oleo50@hotmail.com 

For any other convention-related questions, contact Janet Dickelman, convention chair, at (651) 428-5059 or via email, janet.dickelman@gmail.com.
Meet Me at the Auction
Do you plan to “Meet Me in St. Louis” this summer for the ACB conference and convention? If so, then this year’s ACB auction, “Meet Me at the Auction,” should be high on your list of things to do. 

The 2018 auction will take place on Tuesday, July 3, at 7 p.m., with previewing of items beginning at 6 p.m. As always, there will be bargains galore due to the generosity of our many corporate friends, ACB affiliates, and members who donate amazing items for the auction.

For those donating an item for this year’s auction, but who do not want to bring it with them or who are not attending the convention, you can send it to the Missouri Council of the Blind, Attention: ACB Auction, 5453 Chippewa St., St. Louis, MO 63109. If you are shipping your item, it must be received by May 31. 

Whether you are shipping your item or bringing it with you, you must provide an item description by May 31 to Kim Hebert, auction committee chair. You may send it via email, kheb1960@gmail.com, or by calling her at (337) 280-9106. Make sure that your description provides sufficient information to enable bidders to know what makes the item unique or worth having. 

So, ladies and gents, support ACB and have a fine old rip-roarin’ time and “Meet Me at the Auction.”

You’ll Find Lots of Useful Items at the Information Desk in St. Louis
by Vicky Prahin
The Information Desk, sponsored by Sprint, will open on Thursday, June 28, this year, at the same time as registration. As always, you can do all of the following when you stop by or call.

· Get hotel orientation information and menus

· Sign up for newspaper delivery 

· Drop off door prizes or items for the auction

· Make reservations for banquet tables 

· Report, drop off, or pick up items you have lost or found 

Friendly and knowledgeable volunteers will be available throughout the convention to answer questions about meeting locations, caucuses, and special activities; download files and distribute hard copies of documents; and log in your door prizes and auction items. If you want materials downloaded, bring your thumb drive, cartridge, or SD card. Note that we do not provide programs in any medium; you will get those in registration.
 

If you want to reserve a banquet table, which usually holds eight people, be sure to have the following information when you call or come to the desk:

1. An identification name for your table, such as Washington or Janet’s table;

2. The names of those who want to sit at the table — be sure to check with each person first so that no one is assigned to more than one table; and

3. A contact person in case we need to get in touch with someone.

You will receive the number for your table and must get that information to others sitting with you. Get your reservations in by Wednesday, July 4th, so that Margarine has time to organize.


If you enjoy meeting people, being at the center of things, and can multi-task, consider volunteering to work at the 2018 info desk. Contact me at prahin@icloud.com or (614) 949-7757. We need a team of willing helpers to make this year’s convention go as smoothly as possible in St. Louis, Mo.!

The 2018 DKM First-Timers Gift Card Fundraiser Has Its Perks

by Kenneth Semien Sr.

The DKM Gift Card Fundraiser is back by popular demand, and the DKM First-Timers Committee is heeding the call. We are asking that each ACB member support the DKM First-Timers Program while considering our purpose of broadening awareness of the huge impact made by our founding father, Durward K. McDaniel. His unwavering commitment and perseverance created a path for more and more individuals who are blind or visually impaired to learn of his lasting legacy, extending nearly 6 decades. Each year, DKM First-Timers follow in his footsteps as they serve on the local, state and national levels. Partner with us as we take steps to generate funds and lasting memories!

A donation of $5 gets your name in the appreciation drawing one time. For each $10 donation, you receive a bonus entry. For example, $10, 3 entries; $20, 6 entries; $30, 9 entries. Those donating $100 or more will be honored as Elite DKM Partners during the DKM First-Timers Reception on Wednesday, July 4th beginning at 5:30 p.m. Your name and contact information serve as your ticket. You don’t have to be present to win. Winners not in attendance will be notified following the DKM First-Timers Reception. Gift cards/gift certificates that you can take home with you in July include, but are not limited to, the following: ACB Mini Mall gift certificates, Amazon, MasterCard, Visa, Target, Starbucks, and other restaurants and department stores.

Make your donations at the ACB Marketplace and the ACB Mini Mall in St. Louis. Or, if you can’t make it to convention, you can reach the ACB Mini Mall from home by dialing 1-877-630-7190. Join us as we greet the 2018 DKM First-Timers and come together for the 2018 DKM First-Timers Reunion. Be sure to add us into your convention pre-registration plans. Your presence will make all the difference! 
A Note from the MMS Committee
Greetings from the Monthly Monetary Support (MMS) program committee. Spring is just around the corner!

The MMS committee has been working diligently to maintain our goal of raising more than $100,000 annually. We have made great strides to increase this amount, but we need your help.  

Joining the ACB MMS program shows real commitment and support by you, the membership. We thank all of you who joined the MMS program for the first time, and those of you who increased your monthly donations. We’re hoping that more of you will decide to join us, or raise the amount you’re already giving, so that in 2018 our annual donations will exceed $105,000. 

ACB provides services and support, free of charge, to all blind people and those who are blind with other disabilities, those who are friends or relatives of blind people, employers, and those who are in the process of losing their sight. Our staff and board members work with Congress, the FCC, the Department of the Treasury and countless other government agencies and organizations to make life better for all of us. They also publish “The ACB Braille Forum,” record “The Washington Connection” (ACB’s legislative and information hotline, 1-800-424-8666), and work with blindness organizations around the world. Your monthly donations help to make this all possible.

Your contribution is tax-deductible. Whatever amount you designate ($10 minimum) will be taken out of your checking account or charged to your credit card each month. You can donate the whole amount to ACB or half of it to ACB and the other half to an affiliate of your choice. Would you like to contribute to more than one affiliate? You can. Sign up as many times as you like. Each time you sign up, half of your money will go to ACB and the other half will go to the affiliate you designate. And if it becomes necessary for you to stop your donations for any reason, you can do so, no questions asked. Finally, everybody who joins the MMS Program or increases their monthly donation by at least $5 before the end of the 2018 ACB convention will be eligible to win a fabulous prize. 

There are two ways for you to sign up for the MMS program. Visit ACB’s website, acb.org, tab to the Donate Now button, and then tab to the Monthly Monetary Support Program. Or you can call or email Lori Sarff at the Minnesota office, (612) 332-3242, lsarff@acb.org.
You don’t need to be an ACB member to join the MMS program. If you’re a friend or a relative of an ACB member, or you have a friend or relative who would like to support ACB, the MMS Program is a very simple way to do it. We hope to hear from many of you between the time you read this and the close of our convention in St. Louis this July. Help support the greatest organization of the blind in the United States!

Transportation and Delivery Service Options for People Who Are Blind or Visually Impaired
ACB’s membership committee has compiled a list of transportation and delivery service options which we hope will help to make life easier. This is not an exhaustive list. Please check with your state or local affiliate for other transportation or delivery services in your area.

Transportation Services:
· Uber Technologies, Inc. is a global transportation technology company headquartered in San Francisco, Calif. operating in 633 cities worldwide. It develops, markets, and operates the Uber car transportation and food delivery mobile apps. Uber provides safe, reliable rides in minutes, with no reservations required. To sign up, or to see if Uber is available in your city, go to www.uber.com.

· Lyft is a transportation network company based in San Francisco, Calif. It develops, markets and operates the Lyft car transportation mobile app. Lyft operates in approximately 300 U.S. cities, including New York, San Francisco and Los Angeles. Lyft provides safe, reliable transportation, and you can schedule a ride up to seven days in advance and relax knowing your ride will be there when you need it. For more information, or to sign up for this service, go to www.lyft.com.

· GoGoGrandparent offers affordable transportation for seniors, using Uber and Lyft vehicles. They charge a higher fee since they book your ride for you, and you don’t need a smartphone app. For more information or to sign up, go to www.GoGoGrandparent.com or call 1-855-464-6872.

· Some larger cities offer bus, train or taxi services.

· Obtaining rides with friends and family members or drivers for hire might also be a feasible transportation option.

Note: Many public transportation systems have discounted fares for elderly or disabled customers. When contacting a transportation service in your area, ask about reduced fares as well as other services that might be available.

Delivery Services:
· Instacart is a same-day grocery delivery service. Customers select groceries through a web application from various retailers and delivered by a personal shopper. To sign up for this service, go to www.instacart.com.

· Pink Dot is a Los Angeles-based chain of grocery stores that is known for delivering items such as groceries, deli food, cigarettes, and alcohol. The store is open 365 days a year. For more information, go to www.pinkdot.com or call 1-800-746-5368.

· Kmart offers delivery of their products to your home. For more information or to order products, visit www.kmart.com or call 1-800-732-7747.

· Vons/Safeway delivers groceries as well. It is accessible on your smartphone or online at www.safeway.com. There is an accessible link. Type in your zip code to see if they are in your area. 

· Postmates delivers anything from groceries, drinks, or specific cuisines to several major cities across the United States. Go to www.postmates.com to sign up for this service and to download the Postmates app.

· Walgreens Mail Service works with your insurance plan to offer free delivery of prescriptions through the mail directly to you. Prescriptions can be ordered online, by mail, or over the telephone. For more information, visit www.walgreens.com or call 1-800-345-1985.

· Walmart, CVS and Rite-Aid Pharmacies offer prescription delivery options to qualified customers. Listed below are their respective websites and telephone numbers: 

Walmart:  www.walmart.com; 1-800-273-3455

CVS: www.cvs.com; 1-800-746-7287

Rite-Aid: www.riteaid.com; 1-800-748-3243

· Many retail chains deliver products ordered online. Many restaurants offer delivery services as well. Please check your local area listings for possible retail chain and restaurant delivery options.

NOTE: Some transportation and delivery services might have a disability line that you can call. 

Also, some drugstores make medication labeling available in alternative formats. Be sure to ask about the availability of this service when contacting your drugstore.

We encourage affiliates and local chapters to share this list and to add other transportation and delivery services that you have found helpful in order to make this list even more beneficial to newly blinded people and seniors in your area.

The next “Membership Focus” call will be held on Monday, April 30 at 8:30 p.m. Eastern/5:30 p.m. Pacific. We will discuss the questions sent to presidents about membership: What do you consider to be your affiliate’s strongest attribute for attracting and retaining members? What do you consider the biggest challenge for your affiliate in the area of membership development and retention? If you could learn one thing that would help your affiliate to grow and strengthen its membership, what would it be?

When You Give, You Get Back
by Larry P. Johnson

(Editor’s Note: Larry P. Johnson is an author and motivational speaker. You may contact him via email at larjo1@prodigy.net, or visit his website, www.mexicobytouch.com.)
There is tremendous power and positive energy in giving.

A most unexpected and amazingly wonderful thing happened to me recently. I was standing in the check-out line at the supermarket when an older gentleman waiting behind me said, “I would like to pay for your groceries.” What? I was taken aback. My first impulse was to turn defensive and indignantly reject his offer. But then I paused and asked him why. “Well, the Lord has been very good to me,” he said, “and I’d like to do something nice for someone else.” I sensed earnestness and sincerity in his voice. So, I smiled, shook his hand and said, “Thank you, sir.”

It was one of those spontaneous acts of kindness we hear happening to other people but never expect them to happen to us. As the supermarket employee finished loading my groceries into the shopping cart, I turned back to the gentleman and said, “Rest assured, sir, I will pay it forward.”

The idea of “Pay it forward” — to perform an act of generosity for a stranger with the hope that he or she will do the same for someone else — was described in a book by Catherine Ryan Hyde, published in 1999. It embodies the power of giving. “It is amazing the difference a simple idea can have in changing the world,” she said, “one good deed at a time.”

In 2007, international speaker, management consultant and author Blake Beattie chose to found “Pay It Forward Day” in Australia on April 28. He hoped it would become a global initiative to create a huge ripple of kindness felt across the world.

“Some people were originally quite skeptical of the whole idea,” Mr. Beattie said. “They said that it was good in theory, but not in practice. I challenged this point of view, believing that people are genuinely giving by nature, but many get caught up in the hustle and bustle of every-day life.”

There are now over 80 countries participating in Pay It Forward Day, with over 100 state and city proclamations.

“Our hope,” says Mr. Beattie, “is that people pay kindness forward every day and make each day that little bit brighter. We believe that small acts, when multiplied by millions of people, can literally change the world for the better. We are aiming to inspire over 10 million acts of kindness around the world. Imagine the difference that would make!”

So why just make it one day? Shouldn’t we be paying it forward every day? “Absolutely!” answers Mr. Beattie. “We should be looking for ways to help others every day.” To quote Winston Churchill: “From what we get we make a living — from what we give, we make a life.”

What can you do? Pay for a stranger’s cup of coffee at Starbucks. Get the next person’s food at a drive-through. Or buy a customer’s groceries at the supermarket.

“Pay It Forward” is an idea embraced by people who believe in the power of giving, who want to change the world by inspiring acts of kindness in their communities, showing that there is love, hope and magic all around us. There is tremendous power and positive energy in giving, an idea that everyone can embrace and one where everyone wins.

And that’s how I see it.

Passings
We honor here members, friends and supporters of the American Council of the Blind who have impacted our lives in many wonderful ways. If you would like to submit a notice for this column, please include as much of the following information as possible.

Name (first, last, maiden if appropriate)

City of residence (upon passing)

State/province of residence (upon passing)

Other cities/states/countries of residence (places where other blind people may have known this person)

Occupation

Date of death (day if known, month, year)

Age

ACB affiliation (local/state/special-interest affiliates or national committees)

Deaths that occurred more than six months ago cannot be reported in this column.

Brandel Lene “Brandy” Jones

by Rosetta Brown

Mrs. Brandel Lene “Brandy” Ricketts Jones, age 68, of Oakwood, Ga., passed away Nov. 23, 2017. Brandy was born April 1, 1949 to the late Leon and Ella Ricketts. She was preceded in death by her brother-in-law, Carl W. Jarrad. 

Brandy received her bachelor’s degree from North Georgia College and her master’s degree from the University of South Carolina. She pursued a career in vocational rehabilitation and training for the visually impaired. She was an entrepreneur and CEO of Stars Inc. Brandy was a certified rehabilitation counselor. She worked as an employment specialist, job coach, and vendor for many of the companies that sell technology for the blind. She was the sole licensed VFO vendor for the state of Georgia; she also sold products from HumanWare, En-Vision America, and several others. Brandy was passionate for human rights, especially for blind people. She worked tirelessly to deliver hope and help to clients.

Brandy was a certified trainer for Microsoft Office, and most blindness equipment and software. She trained people who had private insurance as well as Georgia vocational rehabilitation consumers. Her spirit of giving back to the blind community was unmatched. Also, it was Brandy who helped us obtain grants and scholarships for technology when it was denied us. 

I am fortunate to have received tutoring, mentoring, and support from her. I count it a rare privilege to have Brandy as a friend. She thought outside of the box and encouraged us to practice this principle. No one else can walk in Bran’s shoes, for they have been retired. Her life was dedicated to assisting and inspiring others.

Brandy loved family, flowers and animals.  She was a member of Siloam Baptist Church. 

Survivors include her sister and brother-in-law Patricia and Roger Brady, Clermont; sister Era Jarrad, Dahlonega; brother and sister-in-law Denver and Doreen Ricketts, Stanton, Mich.; brother Norman Ricketts, Dahlonega; nephews and nieces, Matt Jarrad, Atlanta; Denny Ricketts, Dawsonville; Lisa Williams, Colorado Springs, CO; Shanda Reichert, Blanchard, Mich.; Kelly Ricketts, Murrayville; Kimberly Smith, Gainesville; great nieces and nephews and other family and friends.

Funeral services were held on Nov. 26, 2017 at the Banister Funeral Home Chapel. Interment followed at Siloam Baptist Church Cemetery.

Stephanie Jill Hunolt

Stephanie Jill Hunolt, 43, of Brashear, Mo., passed away Feb. 11, 2018, at the University of Missouri Hospital in Columbia, Mo.

Stephanie was born in Kirksville, Mo. on Sept. 9, 1974, the daughter of Leo Louis and Joyce Alene Hettinger Hunolt.

She attended Kirksville Elementary School in Kirksville, Mo.; schools in Iowa City, Iowa, the Iowa Braille and Sight Saving School in Vinton, Iowa, and the Florida School for the Deaf and Blind in St. Augustine, graduating in 1992.

Stephanie had worked in Des Moines, Iowa, and lived in Orlando, Fla. before returning to Kirksville and Brashear, Mo.

Stephanie had many accomplishments, but her greatest joy in life was her little girl, Samantha. She was an inspiration to everyone she met and knew no strangers. She fought numerous health battles with a positive attitude and unimaginable grace. She will be missed by her family and friends.

Stephanie is survived by her daughter, Samantha Renee Spangler, and her husband, Robert Spangler of Vinton, Iowa; mother, Joyce Treutel of Casselberry, Fla.; three brothers, Austin Treutel of Miami, Fla., Randall (Amie) Shahan of Kirksville, Mo., and Andy (Jill) Shahan of Kirksville, Mo.; two sisters, Amy Hunolt (Demetrius Davis) of Columbia, Mo. and Allison Treutel (Kevin Warren) of Hannibal, Mo.; along with numerous nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles, cousins and a host of friends.

Stephanie was preceded in death by her father, Leo Hunolt, and a sister, Shana Renee Hunolt.

A Celebration of Life was held Feb. 16, 2018 at The Crossing Church, 810 E. Shepherd Ave., Kirksville, Mo. Interment will be at a later date at the St. Joseph Catholic Cemetery in Edina, Mo.

Expressions of sympathy in memory of Stephanie Hunolt may be sent to her daughter, Samantha Spangler.  Such memorials may be left at or mailed to the church, or mailed to the Doss Funeral Home, 208 N. 4th St., Edina, MO 63537.

Affiliate News

Georgia Convention in Gainesville

The Georgia Council of the Blind conference and convention will be held from Thursday, May 3 through Sunday, May 6, 2018 at the Ramada Inn Lanier Centre, 400 E.E. Butler Parkway, Gainesville, GA 30501. To make your reservation, call (770) 531-0907. Room rates are $90 per night plus tax. If you have any questions, contact Dianne Roberts, convention chairman, at (770) 932-1112, or via email at harveyroberts2@att.net. For more information, visit www.georgiacounciloftheblind.org.

ACB of Ohio Scholarships Available

The American Council of the Blind of Ohio offers several scholarships each year. These are available to entering freshmen, undergraduate, and graduate students who are residents of or attending school in Ohio. For more information and an application, go to www.acbohio.org. The deadline for all applications is Aug. 1, so you have plenty of time to pull together your application, three references, transcript, and an eye report (not required for all scholarships). Let us hear from you!

Calling All ACBGE Members

by Renee Zelickson

The ACBGE board has been holding discussions these past few months about the continued viability of this organization. This letter is being disseminated at this time because the board is strongly of the opinion that transparency demands you be given the latest information as you consider whether to join or renew your membership in this organization.

Pursuant to the board’s discussion on Jan. 28, several options have been advanced for consideration, each of which would require approval at the annual business meeting in St. Louis.  These options are as follows:

1. Dissolution: While ACBGE is not a legally incorporated entity in any jurisdiction, the board considers that this action can only be taken by the membership at a properly called meeting where previous notice has been given that dissolution is a matter which may be considered. The ACBGE constitution only states the following:

Article IX, Procedures: ... D. In the event of this affiliate dissolving, any remaining funds in the treasury shall revert back to the parent organization, the American Council of the Blind.

Of course, this would not preclude our placing restrictions on such remitted funds.

2. Dissolution, with the assets of the organization and such members as would be interested in being placed at the disposal of ACB’s employment committee and/or the rehabilitation task force: John McCann has discussed this possibility with president Kim Charlson, who indicated that she would be favorably disposed to considering expressions of interest from ACBGE members respecting appointment to the above-referenced committees.

3. Merger with another special-interest affiliate: Here again, this presupposes that another affiliate would be interested in such a merger, and no such exploratory discussions have been held to date.

4. Rechartering ACBGE as an affiliate with the purpose or mission of addressing employment concerns generally: While this plan did gain some traction during the board’s most recent discussions, there was some skepticism about the viability of this course of action, given the current leadership crisis and low level of participation in our organization. This plan was superseded by option two above.

Given the state of our organization, ACBGE will not hold a mixer or a luncheon at the 2018 convention. We will hold an annual business meeting to consider the options set forth above and to address any additional matters that may come before the meeting.

Thank you in advance for your thoughtful consideration of the matters set forth in this communication.

Here and There

edited by Sharon Strzalkowski

The announcement of products and services in this column does not represent an endorsement by the American Council of the Blind, its officers, or staff. Listings are free of charge for the benefit of our readers. “The ACB E-Forum” cannot be held responsible for the reliability of the products and services mentioned. To submit items for this column, send a message to slovering@acb.org, or phone the national office at 1-800-424-8666, and leave a message in Sharon Lovering’s mailbox. Information must be received at least two months ahead of publication date.

Eye Exams for Service Dogs

Board-certified veterinary ophthalmologists across the U.S., Canada and Puerto Rico are prepared to provide more than 7,500 service and working animals with free eye exams during the month of May as part of the American College of Veterinary Ophthalmologists (ACVO®)’s 11th annual ACVO/StokesRx National Service Animal Eye Exam event.

Online registration for owners/agents for the animal(s) opens April 1 at www.ACVOeyeexam.org and closes April 30. 

To qualify, service and working animals must be active, working animals that have been trained through a formal training program or organization, or are currently enrolled in a formal training program. View the qualifications at https://www.acvoeyeexam.org/qualifications-expectations/.

For more information, visit www.ACVOeyeexam.org.

New Medicare Cards Coming Out Soon

Beginning this month, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) will begin mailing new Medicare cards to all people with Medicare. Instead of a Social Security number, the new card will have a Medicare number that’s unique to each person. The new card will help protect identities and keep personal information more secure. Medicare coverage and benefits will stay the same.

Medicare will automatically mail new cards at no cost to the address on file at Social Security. Make sure the address of anyone you’re helping is up-to-date. An address can be updated easily by signing into or creating a my Social Security account.

Once you get your new Medicare card: 

1. Destroy your old Medicare card right away.

2. Use your new card. Doctors, other health care providers, and plans approved by Medicare know that Medicare is replacing the old cards. They are ready to accept your new card when you need care.

3. Beware of people contacting you about your new Medicare card and asking you for your Medicare number, personal information, or to pay a fee for your new card. Treat your Medicare number like you treat your Social Security or credit card numbers. Remember, Medicare will never contact you uninvited to ask for your personal information.

For more information about the new Medicare card, visit go.medicare.gov/newcard. You can also visit Medicare.gov for tips to prevent Medicare fraud.

New CEO for World Blind Union

Mr. José Maria Viera is the new WBU Chief Executive Officer. José is WBU’s second CEO. He has a bachelor’s degree in international relations and a master’s degree in management of development. Prior to joining the WBU, José worked as Latin America Coordinator for Disability Rights Promotion International and did consulting work for the UNCRPD Committee Secretariat.

Camp Siloam

Camp Siloam 2018 will take place from Sat., May 19 through Sat., May 26, 2018 at the Golden Cross Ranch in New Caney, Tex.  This year’s theme is “Our Wondrous, Awesome God.” 

Camp activities include Bible studies, horseback riding, hayrides, swimming, a talent show, ladies’ fellowship, campfires, and more. The cost of the camp week is $325. There is a $25 (non-refundable) registration fee; you will be sent a camp application and medical form.

Camp updates are available via our voicemail system at 1-866-251-5165 and enter mailbox #7128, or e-mail geogray@sbcglobal.net.
NYSSB to Hold Centennial Reunion

The Alumni Association of the New York State School for the Blind will hold its centennial reunion June 7 through 10, 2018 at the Quality Inn and Suites, 8250 Park Road, Batavia, NY 14020; phone (585) 344-2100. Reunion events will include a ceremony celebrating the school’s sesquicentennial and a picnic with students and staff. 

The deadline for reunion reservations is May 1, 2018. If you wish to become a member, or have questions about the reunion, contact Diane Scalzi at (586) 337-5226, or email dscalzi@comcast.net.
APH Celebrates 160 Years

The American Printing House for the Blind (APH) was founded in Louisville in 1858 to develop and produce educational materials and provide services for people who are blind and visually impaired. APH employs 300 people and offers over 1,000 products online and by catalog. 

APH launched a National Writing Contest for visually impaired students and adults, as well as professionals who work with them. The deadline is June 1st. The winning entries will be announced in October. For more information, visit www.aph.org, or call 1-800-223-1839.

Hearne Leadership Award Recipients

AAPD recently named Lydia Brown and Emily Ladau as the recipients of the 2018 AAPD Paul G. Hearne Leadership Awards. They were honored at the 2018 AAPD Leadership Awards Gala on March 13th. 

What’s New from National Braille Press?

Newly available from National Braille Press are Nemeth reference sheets in your choice of print or braille. It covers braille indicators, basic arithmetic, geometry, algebra, advanced math alphabets, and miscellaneous symbols. Page-by-page examples further explain how to use the code. 

For the curious reader, now available is a book titled “How to Learn Almost Anything.” Written by Anna Dresner, it takes you on an app tour of over 40 of the best learning apps for all ages, and interests. 

Recently published is “iOS 10 without the Eye,” by Jonathan Mosen. It is available in braille (3 volumes), BRF, Word, and DAISY. This book was written specifically with blind people and assistive technology instructors in mind. Mosen starts with the install process, and works his way through all the VoiceOver changes before moving on to the new features. 

For more information, contact NBP, 88 St. Stephen St., Boston, MA 02115-4302; call toll-free 1-800-548-7323; or visit www.nbp.org/ic/nbp/publications/index.html.

High Tech Swap Shop
For Sale:

Merlin LCD desktop video magnifier. Asking $500 or best offer. Call Susan Rider at (865) 966-3357.

For Sale:

SmallTalk Ultra 2 in excellent condition, rarely used. Comes with carrying case, new double capacity battery, and other accessories. Window-Eyes installed. Asking $400. Two TripleTalk USB hardware synthesizers, in like-new condition, both have the original power adapters and USB cables. Can be powered by internal battery and used with both Window-Eyes or JAWS.  Asking $350 for each, or $600 for both as a single package. Braille Blazer in excellent condition with carrying case and box of paper. Asking $800 (negotiable) plus shipping. Unopened box of Braillon Thermoform Paper – 8 ½” x 11”, 500 sheets, 3-hole punched. Asking $50. Serious inquiries only. PayPal payments accepted. Contact Jonathan Milam via e-mail at milamj@wfu.edu or by phone at (336) 462-4179.

For Sale:

Optacon CRT lens. Asking $300 (includes shipping). Contact Petra Janes via email, llamapets@gmail.com, or call her at (719) 676-4491.

For Sale:

Omni i.d. mate reader with scanner, brand new, never been used. Comes with leather carrying case and compact flash memory card. Asking $125. Contact Keith Thompson at (772) 519-9931 or via email, keithalan69@gmail.com. 

Wanted to Buy:

Thermoform machine. Contact Petra Janes via email, llamapets@gmail.com, or call her at (719) 676-4491.

ACB Officers

President

Kim Charlson (3rd term, 2019)

57 Grandview Ave.

Watertown, MA 02472

First Vice President

Dan Spoone (1st term, 2019)

3924 Lake Mirage Blvd.

Orlando, FL 32817-1554

Second Vice President

John McCann (2nd term, 2019)

8761 E. Placita Bolivar

Tucson, AZ 85715-5650

Secretary

Ray Campbell (3rd term, 2019)

460 Raintree Ct. #3K

Glen Ellyn, IL 60137

Treasurer

David Trott (1st term, 2019)

1018 East St. S.

Talladega, AL 35160

Immediate Past President

Mitch Pomerantz

1115 Cordova St. #402

Pasadena, CA 91106

ACB Board of Directors
Jeff Bishop, Kirkland, WA (1st term, 2020)

Denise Colley, Lacey, WA (1st term, 2020)

Sara Conrad, Madison, WI (final term, 2020)

Dan Dillon, Hermitage, TN (1st term, 2020)

Katie Frederick, Worthington, OH (1st term, 2018)

George Holliday, Philadelphia, PA (final term, 2018)

Allan Peterson, Horace, ND (final term, 2018) 

Doug Powell, Falls Church, VA (partial term, 2020)

Patrick Sheehan, Silver Spring, MD (1st term, 2018)

Jeff Thom, Sacramento, CA (partial term, 2018)

Ex Officio: Debbie Lewis, Seattle, WA

ACB Board of Publications

Ron Brooks, Chairman, Phoenix, AZ (2nd term, 2019)

Donna Brown, Romney, WV (1st term, 2019)

Paul Edwards, Miami, FL (1st term, 2018)

Susan Glass, Saratoga, CA (2nd term, 2019)

Debbie Lewis, Seattle, WA (1st term, 2018)

Ex Officios: 

Katie Frederick, Worthington, OH

Bob Hachey, Waltham, MA

Berl Colley, Lacey, WA

Carla Ruschival, Louisville, KY

Accessing Your ACB Braille and E-Forums

The ACB E-Forum may be accessed by email, on the ACB web site, via download from the web page (in Word, plain text, or braille-ready file), or by phone at (605) 475-8154. To subscribe to the email version, visit the ACB e-mail lists page at www.acb.org. 

The ACB Braille Forum is available by mail in braille, large print, digital cartridge, and via email. It is also available to read or download from ACB’s web page, and by phone, (605) 475-8154.

Subscribe to the podcast versions from your 2nd generation Victor Reader Stream or from http://www.acb.org/bf/. 

