
Welcome to the Holiday Inn Old Town!
The American Council of the Blind’s DC Leadership Meetings will take place at the Holiday Inn Old Town Alexandria, located at 625 First Street, Alexandria VA 22314. Below is a description of the hotel layout, which is situated in a historic residential neighborhood.

Exterior Entrance
The hotel’s main entrance is located on First Street directly off of North Washington Street (George Washington Memorial Parkway). There is a one- way horseshoe drive (N. Saint Asaph Street) that drops off guests under an awning; the double set of push doors at the end of the drive will lead directly into the main lobby and to the Front Desk. Other push door entrances along the drive lead to the restaurant, Bistro on First, or directly to the meeting spaces. All walkways under the main drive are brick.
Parking (surface or underground) is located on the backside of the hotel. Make a left turn onto First Street from our driveway. At the stop sign turn left onto North Pitt Street and at the next stop sign turn left onto Second Street. Our parking entrance is about 105 feet on the left hand side of the street. There is a parking arm; please take a ticket to enter. Limited surface parking is located to the left (hotel entrance at the end of the lot via pull doors that lead into the meeting space) or one level underground parking is available (elevator to first floor/ guest rooms). Either way you enter the hotel from parking you’ll arrive in our carpeted meeting spaces; the hallway to the right is a straight walk to the Front Desk.

Main Lobby:
After using the Main Lobby double pull doors, the brick sidewalk will change to tile and you will be standing in the main lobby. 

The Front Desk is angled to the left, oriented to the center of the room, about 24 feet from the door. The Market (grab and go snacks, candies, drinks, microwave) is beyond the desk another 18 feet on your left hand side in an alcove with an emergency exit. Past the alcove, walk the tiled path to to reach elevator banks on your left. Beyond the elevator bank is a set of restrooms on the left hand side. An archway leads to first floor guestrooms (rooms 100-107); when passing under the archway tile will change to carpeting.

About 12 feet from the main doors, straight ahead, are multiple groupings of chairs and coffee tables. This seating continues to the left hand side and is where guests often congregate before leaving. Many also wait for the hotel shuttle to the airport and to historic King Street. Shuttle drivers will announce their route before departing, but if possible we recommend mentioning your request to the Front Desk so they can communicate with drivers; shuttles are first come, first served.

The seating continues in the carpeted area followed by the hotel restaurant, Bistro on First. Follow the tiled floor about 24 feet and you’ll reach our Business Center. There are two computers- one five steps ahead, one three steps ahead on the right.

Departing the Business Center and turning right you will continue along the tiled floor, past the bar and restaurant on your left. 
After passing the restaurant on the left, the flooring will change to carpet. To access the meeting space, walk down the carpeted hallway and pass under an archway. All along the right hand side of the hallway are floor to ceiling windows with some chairs alongside. A UPS store is located directly at the end of the hallway with push doors separating the store from the hotel. Standing with the UPS door to your right hand side, two elevators sit directly ahead. These elevators give access to the underground parking as well as to guest floors. To the right of the elevators is a set of restrooms (women’s on the left, men’s on the right). Access the meeting rooms by walking down the hall past the restroom. 

Meeting Rooms:
All of the meeting rooms are located on the first floor. 
The Stevenson Room is located about thirty feet down the hallway past the restroom and is the second door on your right hand side.

Commonwealth CD is located further down the hall on the left hand side.
At the end of the hall is the exit to surface parking and a smoking area on the left hand side once you exit the push doors. Flooring changes from carpeting to tile to concrete; please note this is a narrow space- about five steps to the curb with a ramp/railings on the right hand side.
Restaurant/Bar:
The hotel restaurant and bar are also located directly off of the main lobby. When using the elevators in the lobby, turn right and follow the tiled path past the Front Desk on your right, and wind to the left. Lobby seating will be to your right and the bar is located to the left approximately 60-70 feet from the Front Desk. The flooring changes from tile to carpeting in the restaurant. There is seating at the bar and additional seating in the restaurant to the right. There is a buffet area which is tiled that can also be used to access restaurant seating. 
Navigating the Surrounding Area:
The surrounding area, which is a few blocks up from the Potomac River and walking distance to many of Alexandria’s historic landmarks has a number of restaurants and a Harris Teeter grocery store within blocks of hotel. 

There is a long walking path that follows the Potomac, taking you all the way down to the Torpedo Factory, which is where King Street meets the river. This is a restored indoor plaza with many art galleries and small boutique shops and cafés. King Street also has its share of boutique stores and a wide variety of restaurants. If interested, please ask the Front Desk for a description on walking to local areas. 
The city is basically laid out in a grid, with streets running north and south. Street numbers increase as you travel west from the Potomac, and north of King Street. Once crossing King Street, the numbers will increase in the opposite direction heading south. So, if looking for a particular address, know that you could have a business at 101 N. Fairfax, and then one at 101 S. Fairfax. 
To learn more about historic Alexandria, visit: http://www.visitalexandriava.com/old-town-alexandria/.
Guide Dog Relief Areas
The hotel is located in an urban part of North Old Town and taking a short walk is the best way to allow your dog to relieve themselves on strips of grass. There are strips of grass located between the sidewalk and street around the hotel block. There are trash cans located next to the front main entrances. 

There is a dog park about 4.5 miles from the hotel on N. Fairfax Street along First Street in front of the old Crowne Plaza Hotel. Note there is heavy construction on the former hotel site as condos are built so expect some noise at times. 
Should we encounter hazardous weather conditions during the event, speak with event staff on best recommended space for relieving your service dog.
Fitness Center

The most convenient access to the Fitness Center is by using the elevators located in the “meeting wing” of the hotel. From the Front Desk go straight down the hall, past the restaurant, and the elevator bank will be on your left hand side. Take the elevator to the second floor (buttons are located on your right when facing the elevator doors). Departing the elevator walk straight out and then make a left hand turn, pass through double doors (opened) and continue to follow the hallway as it winds. (Straight, wind left, straight.) At the end of the hall turn left and walk straight forward. You will reach a door that is keycard access (keycard lock on the left hand side) to enter the fitness center. Locker rooms (men’s and women’s) are located on the left hand side along with the pool entrance, and fitness equipment located straight ahead. The fitness equipment includes treadmills, elliptical, free weights, cable machines, and yoga/stretching mats. Ear buds and towels are also available! 

HOURS: Fitness center is 24hrs. Pool is 5PM- 9PM. A lifeguard is on duty. 

