How involving special interest affiliates could increase your state affiliate membership

ACB Membership Chair: Ardis Bazyn
When your state affiliate holds its conventions, consider asking members of special interest affiliates in your state to participate. You might ask them to do a presentation relating to their affiliate or offer a time slot for a break-out session. In this way, both special interest affiliates who wish to increase membership and state affiliates can both benefit. The more people who attend your conventions, the more you are likely to earn in fundraising and participation fees. 

Consider putting information about special interest affiliates in your state affiliate newsletter. You could contact the president of one of the special interest affiliates and ask for an article about them. Good luck on your efforts. Don’t hesitate to call on the ACB Membership Committee for further assistance.
The following is a list of special interest affiliates and an explanation of their members, their benefits and communications (newsletters, websites, conference calls, and email list). Contact information changes often so check the ACB website for the latest contact information for their current president.

ALLIANCE ON AGING & VISION LOSS
Jeff Thom, President

H: (916) 429-8201

C: (916) 995-3967

president@aavl-blind-seniors.org
Members are adults of all ages, but primarily people over 50 with vision loss. The newsletter,” the Hour Glass”, is provided in Email or large print. Board of directors meetings are held on the first Sunday of each month, and all AAVL members, as well as non-members, are welcomed and encouraged to attend. AAVL has a policy committee that develops, in conjunction with member input, positions on matters of concern to seniors. AAVL is a member of the VisionServe Alliance. Learn more about AAVL and information for seniors with vision loss at the website, http://www.aavl-blind-seniors.org/
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF BLIND TEACHERS
Tabitha Brecke, President

(334) 332-6623

brecke3@gmail.com
Members are teachers, students, retired teachers, and associate members interested in the field of teaching. The newsletter, published three times a year, is available in Braille, large print, and via email. AABT assists students in teacher trainee programs and seasoned teachers who are losing sight or are suddenly facing new challenges in a new job situation. Those needing assistance are connected with someone in their specific field of teaching. AABT has a Web site and members only email list. The website is: http://blindteachers.net.
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF VISUALLY IMPAIRED ATTORNEYS
Steven Mendelsohn, President
H: (510) 357-1844
C: (917) 257-0196
I: (510) 432-0814
smendel@panix.com
Members are Attorneys, judges, law students, and those interested in the legal profession. We have an open email list, an occasional newsletter, and offer mentoring to those with legal issues and provide information to the community at large. Our most valuable service is networking with members engaged in a wide variety of jobs. The website
Is www.visuallyimpairedattorneys.org
ACB DIABETICS IN ACTION
Chris Gray, President

C: (415) 577-5601

chris@bayareadigital.us 

ACB Diabetics in Action includes people who are diabetic (borderline,  type one, or type two)  and friends or family of diabetics. Membership benefits are a quarterly newsletter (email, large print, or Braille) and a Second Wednesday of each month membership call with a speaker or a specific topic. On the fourth Thursday, ACBD has a board meeting - guest are welcome. The email list for members is Acb-diabetics@acblists.org and the website is acbda.org
ACB FAMILIES
Carla Ruschival, President
H: (502) 897-1472
allacbfamilies@gmail.com

Members are blind and sighted parents of blind children, blind parents of sighted children, and those interested in the family where blindness or low vision exists. ACB Families provides information, peer support and friendship for anyone whose family includes blindness or low vision. ACB Families holds two conference calls each month. Its families support call is the first Sunday of the month. Callers share questions and tips, discuss interesting topics, or enjoy an informative speaker. Organization business is handled on the third Sunday of the month. Examples of past conference call topics are family finances and investments, accessible gift ideas, fun and educational apps and Alexa skills, special education and school issues, and strategies for making the ACB convention affordable and enjoyable for families. Calls are at 9:00 PM Eastern Time. The dial-in number for all calls is 712-432-3900 and the call code is 796096.  Join the email list by sending a blank message to families-subscribe@acblists.org. Dues are just $8. 
ACB GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES
Renee M. Zelickson, President (E)

(312) 401-4961

rmzeli@gmail.com
Membership contact: Jill Noble: (216) 905-4674  

jillnoble61@icloud.com
Members are government employees: local, state, and federal. Members share information on an email list. To subscribe to the email list send a message to acbge-request@acblists.org with the word subscribe in the subject field. The 4th Sunday of each month is a zoom meeting at  8:00 p.m. Eastern. Annual dues are $15.
ACB LIONS
Carla Ruschival, President

(502) 897-1472

lions.acb@gmail.com   

Members are Lions in their local community and those interested in learning more about them. ACB Lions gives Lions across America a chance to share ideas and experiences and to learn how to be more active in local clubs, and encourages others in ACB to become Lions and participate in service projects in their local communities. ACBL assists outstanding scholarship winners to attend the national convention, creating meaningful opportunities for young people to network with others in their chosen fields and helping them learn about ACB. ACBL holds telephone conference calls on the first Thursday of each month at 9:00 PM Eastern Time. Callers help plan ACBL activities, discuss issues of importance to Lions, share ideas, and seek help from fellow Lions. Join the call by dialing 712-432-3900 and entering code 796096. ACBL sponsors a Facebook page and two email lists. Share your Lions experiences on the Facebook page at www.facebook.com/acblions. Join the acb-lions email list, open to all interested persons, by sending a blank email message to acb-lions-subscribe@acblists.org. Members will be subscribed to the members-only list.
ACB NEXT GENERATION
Amanda Selm, President

(502) 750-1774

acbnextgen@gmail.com
Members are those under the age of 40 and mentors. Benefits include a members only email list and monthly conference calls.
ACB RADIO AMATEURS
Harvey Heagy, President

H: (504) 888-1339

C: (504) 723-5922

harvey.heagy@cox.net
Members are licensed radio amateurs, those interested in ham radio as a hobby, or those wishing to obtain their amateur licenses. ACBRA has a members only email list and also meet over the radio when the radio conditions permit. The members hold a monthly conference call held on the second Sunday of each month at 9 PM eastern time to informally discuss the same topics mentioned on our email list. The website is http://www.acbhams.org
ACB STUDENTS
Minh Ha, President 

C: (774) 242-4860

president@acbstudents.org
Members are current students (high school, vocational school, college and graduate school) and ACBS Alumni. ABCS has an open email list and social networking calls for students. Like us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/acbstudents
Join our Facebook group at https://www.facebook.com/groups/acbstudents
The comprehensive website is: www.acbstudents.org, 

BLIND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SPECIALISTS
Richard Villa, President
H: (512) 447-8860

C: (512) 567-6700

richardvilla007@gmail.com
Membership committee chair: John McCann (571) 212-3100, lists@jamsite.us
Members are IT professionals and computer users with varied interests. Information of interest to members is distributed through an email list and on our web site. We conduct demonstrations related to computers and technology. Blind Information Technology Specialists website is www.bits-acb.org
BLIND LGBT PRIDE INTERNATIONAL (BPI)

Gabriel Lopez Kafati, President

(786) 547-5465
president@blindlgbtpride.org

Membership contact: membership@blindlgbtpride.org
Members are blind, sighted, LGBT, and straight who seek to promote the awareness, inclusion, and well-being of blind and visually impaired LGBT people through education, advocacy, and peer support. BPI maintains an e-mail list and a Whats App group where members can post and exchange ideas. BPI also has a show/podcast, Pride Connection, airing weekly on ACB Radio Mainstream. BPI has an array of events during ACB’s National Conference & Convention. BPI also organizes a Fall Social Networking event. BPI holds open Board of Directors meetings the second Sunday of every month at 5:00 PM EST. BPI’s WEBSITE IS  HYPERLINK "https://blindlgbtpride.org
BRAILLE REVIVAL LEAGUE
Paul Edwards, President

H: (305) 692-9206

C: (305) 984-0909

edwards.paul955@gmail.com
Members are those who are blind and agency representatives who wish to promote the continued and expanded use of Braille.  They have a list serve and a newsletter, The “Braille Memorandum”, which is published three times per year.  They share information on standards and codes impacting Braille and new Braille products and equipment. A braille buzz conference call is held every two months and the Facebook page that is active. The website is www.braillerevivalleague.org
COUNCIL OF CITIZENS WITH LOW VISION INTERNATIONAL

Sara Conrad, President

(844) 460-0625

president@cclvi.org

Members are low vision persons, family members or friends who support the purposes of CCLVI. Services include: A competitive scholarship program for incoming college Freshman, Undergraduate and Graduate students. Information and referral services are also available on the website or by calling toll-free 844-460-0625. A moderated email list is also available to the low vision community, not just members. The quarterly magazine is called Vision Access and it is available in large print, audio CD or email. CCLVI has four chapters meeting periodically: chapter contact information is available on the website www.cclvi.org.

FRIENDS-IN-ART OF ACB, Inc.

Mike Mandel, President
H: (212) 868-0345
mjmandel@nyc.rr.com
Members are both those who participate and enjoy the arts. There are two discussion lists: one for MIDI users and one for those interested in Visual impairments and the arts. The FIA Showcase, technical midi and audio workshops, and writer’s workshop are provided at convention. Tea in the Art Parlor will take place on the second Wednesday of each month at 5 p.m. eastern. The fourth Wednesday of each month will feature an Art Parlor interview. The interview will air on ACB Radio Mainstream on alternate weeks. The Friends In Art website is http://www.friendsinart.com
GUIDE DOG USERS, INC. (GDUI)

Penny Reeder, President 

H: (301) 869-6628

C: (301) 775-9934

penny.reeder@gmail.com

GDUI: 866-799-8436 

GDUI's members are people who work with guide dogs, their families and friends, puppy raisers, and guide dog school staff members and trainers from the USA and other countries around the world. GDUI offers a support and advocacy network to help with anything related to owning a guide dog including denial of civil rights. The GDUI Empathizers Program provides a safe place for guide dog users to discuss any guide dog-related issues. GDUI provides several e-mail discussion lists, including a chat list. You can subscribe to these lists and access many helpful resources on GDUI's website, https://guidedogusersinc.org/. GDUI produces a monthly program on ACB Radio called "The GDUI Juno Report" and podcast. "Paws for GDUI News You Can Use" is the monthly news magazine. GDUI's Disaster Assistance Program can make funds available when needed.

INDEPENDENT VISUALLY IMPAIRED ENTREPRENEURS
Ardis Bazyn, President

(818) 238-9321

abazyn@bazyncommunications.com

Members are business owners and those interested in learning more about them. Benefits include an email discussion list for sharing business tips and assisting one another. The website www.ivie-acb.org, has a members section listing members contact information, website, and type of business. An audio newsletter shares business tips and IVIE info. The summer IVIE Business Expo allows those with businesses to exhibit business products and services.

LIBRARY USERS OF AMERICA
Judy Wilkinson, President

H: (510) 357-1844

C: (510) 388-5079

jwilkins@panix.com
Members are individuals who advocate for library services for people who are blind or visually impaired. LUA supports quality library services for people who are blind and visually impaired.  LUA members participate in discussions that encourage more accessibility at local public libraries and address issues related to the NLS program. It's Library without Walls conference calls are an opportunity to share good books on a variety of topics. Calls are scheduled on the third Wednesday of every other month and are open to all. "The LUA Ledger" magazine is published two to three times a year and is available in braille, large print, on NLS audio cartridge, and e-mail. The LUA members-only email list gives announcements of Library without Walls conference calls, other teleconferences, and information of interest to library users. Membership in LUA is open to all and is only $12 or $150 for a life membership. 

RANDOLPH-SHEPPARD VENDORS OF AMERICA
Dan Sippl, President

715-828-9088

sippl@charter.net
Membership contact: rsva@randolph-sheppard.org
Members are vendors in the Randolph-Sheppard Business Enterprise Program, their employees, and retired vendors. Other interested persons are associate members. Membership benefits include: the quarterly publication “The Vendorscope” available on CD, email, and large print, an open email list RSVA-l@ACB.org, an RSVA-announce email list, and a comprehensive website: https://www.Randolph-Sheppard.org. When requested, RSVA board members attend state affiliate conferences and vendor upward mobility conferences to tell others about the Randolph-Sheppard Program and the benefits of RSVA. Two conferences for members and friends are: “Sagebrush National BEP Training Conference” and the summer convention with ACB. You can join as a at large member or join a chapter near you. 
VISUALLY IMPAIRED VETERANS OF AMERICA
David Dowland, Acting Vice President

(918) 346-0274

d.l.dowland@gmail.com
veteransofACB@gmail.com
Members are veterans of the Armed Services who have lost their sight during their service or later in life. All veterans are assisted with getting veteran services and benefits available. There is a VIVA Email discussion list for Visually Impaired and Blind Veterans, family and friends of Visually Impaired and blind veterans, and other interested persons to promote ideas, discuss issues, and make announcements for special events for Visually Impaired and Blind Veterans: VIVA@acb.org 
Subscribe by sending an email to: viva-subscribe@acblists.org
