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CORRECTION

Due to an editing error, the title listed for the convention wrap-up article in October was incorrect.  The title should have been listed as "ACB Members Discover Treasures in Phoenix, Part 1."  Also, in a couple of instances, the word "said" was left out of the article itself.  We regret the errors.

FORUM SUBSCRIPTION NOTES

You can now get "The Braille Forum" by podcast!  To subscribe, go to "The Braille Forum" page on www.acb.org.  If you do not yet have a podcast client, you can download one from the Forum page.


To subscribe to "The Braille Forum" via e-mail, go to www.acb.org/mailman/listinfo/brailleforum-L. 

ARE YOU MOVING?  DO YOU WANT TO CHANGE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION?

Contact Sharon Lovering in the ACB national office, 1-800-424-8666, or via e-mail, slovering@acb.org.  Give her the information, and she'll take care of the changes for you.

*****

LANDMARK TELECOMMUNICATIONS BILL PASSES THE HOUSE 

AND HEADS TO THE WHITE HOUSE

by Melanie Brunson and Eric Bridges


On Sept. 28, the following message was sent out by ACB's director of advocacy and governmental affairs, Eric Bridges:


"Just after 9 p.m. Eastern time, the U.S. House of Representatives passed S. 3304, The Twenty-First Century Communications and Video Accessibility Act and its technical corrections bill. The bills passed by a voice vote. This represents resounding bipartisan support. 


"ACB as a steering committee member of the Coalition of Organizations for Accessible Technology (COAT) wishes to express its sincere appreciation for the tireless advocacy that Rep. Ed Markey (D-MA) and Sen. Mark Pryor (D-AR) demonstrated through this long and difficult process. The blind and deaf-blind communities have staunch advocates in both of these congressional leaders.


"It is also quite appropriate to express our thanks to the Chairmen of the House Energy and Commerce along with the Senate Commerce committee, Henry Waxman (D-CA) and Sen. Rockefeller (D-WV) for the critical role they played in working with COAT and the Republicans on his committee so that the bill could be bipartisan.  Thank you also to the ranking member of the Energy and Commerce Committee, Joe Barton (R-TX) and Rep. Cliff Stearns (R-FL) along with Sens. Hutchison (R-TX)  and Ensign (R-NV) for their willingness to work in a bipartisan way. As many of you know, bipartisanship is a rare occurrence in Washington these days.


"The next step in the process is for the bill to go to the White House for Presidential signature, after which it will become public law. The signing will take place in the next 10 days.  In his remarks this evening, Rep. Markey mentioned me by name as having been a lead advocate for this legislation. It was an honor to be recognized, but the credit should not go to me. The relentless support that ACB members have shown through this long and difficult process has been remarkable. I sincerely believe that if it weren't for the continuous advocacy of members, this bill would never have passed.  Congratulations to one and all on a job well done!" -- Eric


ACB is indeed proud of the work that was done by Eric Bridges, and many of you who are reading this article.  Your efforts have resulted in what can only be described as a major victory for ACB, and Americans with disabilities all across the country.


The following is a brief summary of the 21st Century Communications and Video Accessibility Act. It will: 


-- Require captioned television programs to be captioned when delivered over the Internet;


-- Authorize the FCC to require 7 hours per week of video description on the top 4 network channels and top 5 cable channels nationwide;


-- Allocate up to $10 million per year for equipment used by individuals who are deaf-blind;


-- Require televised emergency information to be accessible to individuals who are blind or have low vision;


-- Require accessible advanced communications equipment and services, such as text messaging and e-mail;


-- Require access to Internet services that are built into mobile telephone devices, like smart phones, if achievable;


-- Require devices of any size to be capable of displaying closed captioning, delivering available video description, and making emergency information accessible;


-- Require accessible user controls for televisions and set-top boxes, and easy access to closed captioning and video description.


For more detailed information, see the section-by-section summary of what S. 3304 (as amended) will do for us at http://www.coataccess.org/node/9776.

*****

PRESIDENT'S REPORT TO THE NATIONAL CONVENTION, PART III

by Mitch Pomerantz


Here is the conclusion to my president's report given at the ACB national conference and convention this past July.


ACB is actively promoting audio description on television, in films and live theater through our Audio Description Project, headed up by Joel Snyder.  We are in the process of submitting a grant application to the Department of Education which, if successful, will greatly expand ACB's role in advocating for and providing quality audio description to blind and visually impaired people.


I'd like to turn now to the two challenges which are internal to this organization: fundraising and membership development.  Former Congressman Tom Delay once famously commented that "money is the mother's milk of politics."  If so, then it's also the lifeblood of organizations such as ACB.  While much can be done with the help of dedicated volunteers, ACB requires ongoing funding to carry out our work.  A million dollar-plus annual budget is insufficient to adequately address and confront the aforementioned challenges through concerted advocacy, public relations, and/or litigation.


I must pause here to comment that sometimes, things don't work out quite the way we'd have liked.  In 2008, ACB hired a professional development director, Dena Wilson, to grow our fundraising capabilities.  Unfortunately this initiative failed to bear significant fruit and we found it necessary to let Ms. Wilson go at the beginning of June.  I believe that ACB must have a professional fundraiser in-house in order to compete with other not-for-profit organizations.  However, for the foreseeable future we will rely on our remaining staff and the efforts of our members to generate revenues for ACB.


Our thrift stores continue generating revenue although there is certainly room for them to do more in order to contribute to ACB's revenue stream.  One very positive note is that this past year, we were able to acquire a viable thrift store operation in Amarillo, Texas; that store is doing very well for ACB.


Since our 2009 convention, ACB's Monthly Monetary Support or MMS Program continues to grow, albeit more slowly than we would like.  ACB has seen a net increase of 7 percent in participants; a 9.4 percent increase in gross receipts; a 16 percent increase in the contribution to affiliates; and a 7.6 percent increase in net revenues to ACB.  While all of us are aware that too many members have been seriously impacted by the economy, the MMS Program must do far more to enhance ACB's overall income.  If you can contribute as little as $5 per month, I ask you to please take the few minutes necessary to sign up this week at the registration desk while you're here.


Our second internal challenge is maintaining and growing ACB's membership.  More and more Americans become blind and visually impaired every year.  As our fellow baby boomers age, as more of us experience vision loss, there are more individuals who need to learn about and join the American Council of the Blind.


Mainstreaming and other factors have led to the isolation of blind and visually impaired people from one another.  Today's 20- and 30-somethings have had almost no exposure to their blind and visually impaired peers and our culture, and hence, to the necessity of becoming part of ACB.  Those who lose their vision later in life bring to that experience the myths, misconceptions and stereotypes about blindness and blind people foisted upon them and us by society.  It is no wonder that recruiting new members to ACB isn't easy.


In May, representatives of the membership committee visited Idaho to revitalize our affiliate there.  I understand that it was a most successful trip and we can expect good things from ACB of Idaho in the future.  Visits have also been made recently to Montana and Wyoming and those two organizations -- whose blind residents face unique transportation challenges -- are beginning to see growth.


ACB must become creative in attracting blind and visually impaired people of all ages.  Earlier this year, I recorded a three-minute interview for Sky Radio which was carried by the Business and Technology Channel on approximately 29,000 American Airlines flights during May.  A 30-second public service announcement was also prepared and aired on the CNN Airport Network at nearly 50 airports around the country, also during May.


We are in the process of establishing a presence on both Facebook and Twitter.  We are taking every opportunity to disseminate press releases and public service announcements to the media.  ACB is adapting to a changing world in order to remain a thriving organization.

 
Given the challenges described, no member of the American Council of the Blind has the luxury of complacency or apathy.  It should be abundantly clear in the face of such challenges that each and every ACB member must be willing and able to fight to maintain and expand the relatively small piece of the economic pie we've struggled to carve out for ourselves.  Complacency and apathy are no longer an option.  For if we fail to address those challenges by supporting the legal, legislative and advocacy initiatives being carried out by ACB, there will come a time not too long from now when specialized programs and services will disappear altogether.


In my opinion, every member of the American Council of the Blind has a tremendous responsibility: a responsibility to the brave and visionary men and women who founded this great organization almost 50 years ago; a responsibility to our contemporaries who have yet to fully grasp the importance of the work we do on their behalf; and a responsibility to those blind and visually impaired young people who we hope and pray will follow in our footsteps.  We cannot, must not, let them down!  Please share this responsibility with me as we carry forward the ACB banner to even greater successes in 2011 and beyond.  Thank you, and take care.

*****

AUDIO DESCRIPTION PROJECT PRESENTS 2010 AWARDS

by Joel Snyder, Director, ACB's Audio Description Project


It's always a pleasure to acknowledge outstanding accomplishment — and when it comes to audio description, I consider it a special honor.


ACB's Audio Description Project has been active for just under two years.  It's a treat to acknowledge, for the second time, leaders in the field of audio description — and young people who are avid users of audio description.


At this past summer's Audio Description Project (held in conjunction with ACB's conference and convention in Phoenix), we announced the winners of this year's awards.  


Audio Description Achievement Awards are made to individuals for outstanding contributions to the establishment and/or continued development of significant audio description programs in each of three areas: media, performing arts, and museums.  The Dr. Margaret Pfanstiehl Memorial Achievement Award for Research and Development is made to an individual or organization for outstanding published research that leads to the advance of audio description.  


The Barry Levine Memorial Award for Career Achievement in Audio Description was established as a tribute to the late Barry Levine, the highly respected moderator of the audio description listserv, administered by the Audio Description Project.  This award recognizes an individual for outstanding contributions to the field of audio description over an extended period of time, leading, inspiring or providing significant service to others.


The winners of the 2010 awards are:

Audio Description Achievement Awards 


Media – WGBH and the Media Access Group, Boston, MA


Performing Arts – Paper Mill Playhouse, Milburn, NJ


Museums – Smithsonian Institution and Beth Ziebarth, Washington, DC


International – Bernd Benecke and Bayerischer Rundfunk, Munich, Germany

Margaret Pfanstiehl Memorial Research and Development  – American Foundation for the Blind, New York, NY


Barry Levine Memorial Career Achievement – Gregory Frazier and Audio Vision, San Francisco, CA (awarded posthumously to Gregory Frazier) 


In addition, I want to highlight the winners of the 2010 Young Described Film Critic Awards, a "Listening Is Learning" initiative of the Council's Audio Description Project and the Described and Captioned Media Program (DCMP).   


The premise of the Young Described Film Critic program is simple: kids love movies.  If a young person can't see or can't see well, audio description provides access to all the visual images of the movies that their sighted peers enjoy.  Description benefits children who are blind and others who have learning disabilities, and it has been shown to boost literacy for all children.


The Young Described Film Critic program asked young people who are blind or have low vision to submit short reviews of any described movie.  


The winners of this year's honors are:

Junior Category, ages 11-14


Michael A. Taylor, N.Y., reviewed "Field of Dreams" – 1st Place


Nick Zehner, Ill., reviewed "Notorious" – 2nd Place


Leo Sandoval, Ill., reviewed "Goodfellas" – 3rd Place

Senior Category, ages 15-18

Analis Dannen, S.D., reviewed "Spiderman" – 1st Place


Deanna Whitehouse, Fla., reviewed "Nova: The Mummy Who Would Be King-The Saga of Pharaoh Ramses" – 2nd Place


All Young Described Film Critic contest winners received special certificates.  First-place winners were also presented with personal MP3 players.  


Additional information about ACB's Audio Description Project is available at

www.acb.org/adp; more information about the Described and Captioned Media Program is at www.dcmp.org.
*****
NOTES FROM THE POST-CONVENTION BOARD MEETING

by Paul Edwards


At the post-convention board meeting, the intent is usually to deal only with those items that cannot wait till later or that were not completed during the board meeting held on the first Saturday of the convention.


One activity that always occurs during this meeting is resolutions prioritization.  The resolutions that are adopted by ACB are prioritized by the board with the advice of the chair of the resolutions committee.  Prior to the board meeting, the staff and the resolutions committee chair met and came up with a list of priorities which were adopted with only minor debate.  


The board also had a chance to discuss how the convention had gone with the chair of the convention committee.  In general, the consensus was that the convention had gone well.  There was some discussion as to whether there are just too many activities being scheduled at the convention.  Carla Ruschival, chair of the convention committee, reported that her group will look for ways to get a more accurate count of those who are actually here.  Many people who work in booths do not get counted and some of those people who attend our convention just do not register.


Michael Garrett provided the board with a report on the current state of the ACBES (American Council of the Blind Enterprises and Services) board which he chairs.  In spite of the difficult economy, Garrett said, the stores are holding their own.  The best months for sales are at the end of the year, so it is still not certain that ACBES will meet its commitment of $225,000 to the ACB budget.  However, he is hopeful.


Brenda Dillon provided the board with information on the raffle, the auction and the walkathon.  We sold over $12,000 in raffle tickets; and both the auction and the walkathon were successful.  The auction earned $16,000, and it is expected that the walkathon will bring in over $20,000.


Over the past couple of years there has been considerable discussion about leadership training.  Some regions have worked to hold training and there has been discussion of holding a youth leadership training session as well.  The president appointed a committee to look at this issue and make recommendations.  It is chaired by Berl Colley and includes Marsha Farrow, Mike Godino and Ray Campbell.

Officers made brief reports on the committees for which they are liaisons, and all of the various efforts these committees are working on appear to be going smoothly.  The environmental access committee is working on a pedestrian safety handbook which is nearly completed.  The medical services task force is working on two articles for "The Braille Forum" and working with the American Cancer Society to see that more of their materials are made available in accessible formats. After these reports, the meeting was adjourned.
*****

A PERSONAL DISCOVERY OF TREASURES IN ACB

by Kenneth Semien Sr.


It is with great pleasure and tremendous gratitude that I share highlights of a terrific series of events and explorations encountered as I attended the 49th annual ACB conference and convention in Phoenix, Ariz.


The exploration began when I received encouragement from ACB of Texas president Carol Edwards to apply for the Durward K. McDaniel First-Timers Award.  I was reluctant, but I submitted a narrative of my personal endeavors and initiatives.  When I learned that I'd been selected as one of the recipients of the DKM First-Timers Award through a telephone conversation with DKM chairman Carol Ewing, I realized that it was time to begin asking more questions in regard to necessary steps to plan for the expected adventure which I was about to embark upon.  It turned out to be one of the best educational experiences that I have ever had.  I am elated to report that I had the time of my life meeting new friends and others who shared similar personal challenges and abilities.


From day one I witnessed so many independent travelers who were excited to be convention attendees and receive a full week of informative and broad range of meaningful opportunities.  My first enlightening experience was to observe the ACB board's pre-convention meeting – it ran for about six hours!  I will never forget the numerous options ACB members are presented with to choose from during the convention.  I decided to participate in every event that would enhance my level of knowledge about the organization.


It was truly invigorating to participate and receive documents to reflect on once I returned home.  I participated in activities such as Keys to the Convention, daily general sessions, public relations training, the legislative seminar, paratransit training, the Lions Club visit, the membership seminar, the affiliate presidents' meeting, the DKM reception, a fantastic banquet and more.  I am thrilled with my ACB experience and look forward to the 2011 conference and convention, at which I will celebrate 50 years of life as ACB celebrates 50 years of existence.  Let's celebrate together!

*****

ACB MEMBERS DISCOVER TREASURES IN PHOENIX, PART 2

by Paul Edwards, Marcia Dresser, and Judy Jackson

ACB members continued to find treasure throughout convention week in the tours, general session speakers, special-interest meetings, and in the exhibit hall.

** WEDNESDAY

After some constitution and bylaws readings and a resolution, Mitch Pomerantz turned the morning program over to Marlaina Lieberg, ACB's secretary, who introduced the first panel, which discussed the future of radio reading services and ACB Radio.  Bill Pasco of the Sun Sounds Radio Reading Service described new products and approaches that are revolutionizing how radio reading services are interacting with their users.  He talked about new radios, the use of computers and cell phones to listen to radio reading, and the growing use of podcasts that will allow people to listen to programs they want to hear when they want to.  He also described a new telephone interface that will allow people to use web pages, read stored articles and access traditional radio reading services fare.  Mike Duke, director of the radio reading service in Mississippi, stressed how important it was for members to be a part of local services.  He pointed out that many of these services needed our help to survive and, in some cases over the past couple of years, we have only found out there were problems after radio reading services had gone away.  Larry Turnbull, managing director of ACB Radio, talked about the growing collaboration between radio reading services and ACB Radio.  We are now gradually incorporating programming recorded by radio reading services into our programming and hope that some of our programs will be played on radio reading services so that people who do not have computers will be able to hear ACB Radio.  He stressed that members need to go to their local service and urge them to carry some of our programs.


David Hartley-Margolin was our talking book narrator this year.  He is from Denver, Colo. and read an Italo Calvino short story as part of his presentation.  He indicated that recording talking books is the most challenging and the most rewarding work he does and stressed just how excited he was to be able to get a chance to interact with those who read the books he records.  Much of his time was taken up with answering questions from the audience.


Following the break, there was a panel on exercise and fitness.  Leslie Spoone, a licensed exercise instructor from Orlando, Fla., led the group in some stretching exercises.   Doug Powell, a triathlete from Virginia, talked about some equipment and approaches that folks could use who wanted to stay fit.  He recommended using watches that beep every five minutes so that exercisers can keep track of time and work accordingly and drink appropriately.  He suggested that, to start, people should start slowly and set goals.  One goal to start with: doing four 20-minute sessions a week. Powell provided a fairly lengthy list of local and national organizations that will help people wanting to get started with fitness.  He stressed that most local recreation programs offer fitness training and are covered by the ADA.  He stressed that this should not be your first approach but, if necessary, remember that such programs are obligated by law to make their programs accessible.  


Aerial Gilbert provided specific tips for people wanting to use local clubs or gyms.  Go to the manager or fitness director and work with her to design programs that will work for you.  Work in advance with class instructors so they can work out with you what they can do to make their classes accessible.  Identify one machine and ask the gym to label it with clear Dymo tape so you can use it independently. She also spoke about her passion, rowing, as being a sport where blind people can compete on equal terms with their sighted peers.  She indicated that rowing is now a Paralympic sport and also talked about a specific machine which is fully accessible and includes talking software that can be accessed from your computer.  Elizabeth Toumajian operates a fitness center in California specifically designed for people with disabilities. She indicated that 56 percent of people with disabilities do not exercise, compared with 36 percent of people who are not disabled.  She also suggested that we need to continue to press equipment manufacturers to make their equipment accessible.


Aubrey Webson, Director of National and International Advocacy at the Perkins School for the Blind, spoke on the United Nations Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities (CRPD).  It was recently signed by President Obama and has now been signed by 80 countries. He stressed that the convention goes beyond protection to recognize that people with disabilities have civil rights which must be recognized in every country of the world. It is our job in the United States to do two major things.  First, we must assure that people with disabilities are included in aid packages in every country where the United States provides assistance.  Second, we must make sure, by our advocacy, that the Senate ratifies the convention that our President has signed.

** THURSDAY

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the invocation, and announcements, Margarine Beaman listed several more of the ruby, pearl, titanium, gold, silver, and bronze sponsors of the 2010 convention.  Next, John Huffman presided over voting on proposed amendments.  A motion to replace all occurrences of the word "convention" with the word "conference" was defeated.  The original motion, to replace all occurrences of the word "convention" in the constitution and bylaws with the words "conference and convention," was adopted.  


A proposal to add a sentence to Bylaw 6, Section G regarding the responsibilities of the convention committee, was adopted.  The sentence reads: "It shall be the responsibility of the convention coordinator to make known to the membership by e-mail, web posting, publication in 'The Braille Forum,' and any other ACB forms of communication, the dates of the convention and the name of the city that will host the upcoming convention as soon as the contract for that convention is signed."  


Treasurer Mike Godino, presiding officer for the morning, began by urging everyone to join the MMS program.  Executive director Melanie Brunson began her report by saying how much she enjoys speaking individually with ACB members.  She thanked all those who assisted in ACB's victory in the Social Security case, and remarked on the historic nature of the proposed telecommunications legislation.  Brunson reported that ACB is a founding member of the Justice for All Action Network, which is comprised of organizations specifically involved in grassroots advocacy that have an identifiable membership of and are run by people with disabilities.  ACB is also involved in a coalition started by the World Blind Union which is working to make copyrighted materials available internationally to the same extent that they are in the U.S.  In closing, Brunson stated that ACB will continue to increase opportunities for e-commerce, and she urged everyone to provide feedback to the Minnesota office regarding their experiences with online registration.


Next, Godino gave the treasurer's report.  He began by itemizing the budgeted income and expenses for 2009 and compared them to the actual income and expenses for that year.  As of July 15, 2010, ACB had total assets of $1,677,324.  


Michael Garrett, chair of ACBES, thanked his committee and the Minnesota staff for all of their assistance.  He explained that ACBES is a wholly owned subsidiary of ACB comprised of seven thrift stores in six locations.  They collect gently used clothing, household items, and small appliances, wash and sort them, and resell them to the general public.  All the proceeds go back to ACB.  The ACBES board is continually looking for ways to expand the business.


Carla Ruschival thanked the convention committee, the local host committee, and the volunteers for their vital roles in organizing this convention.  Then she outlined the conversion process from the old to the new registration system.  ACB saved a lot of money because we did not have to spend $17,000 to send out 23,000 paper forms.  Paper forms were, of course, sent to everyone who requested them.  Telephone registration was very well received.  After thanking Mike Smitherman and Margarine Beaman for their excellent coordination of exhibits, advertising, and sponsorships, Ruschival announced the upcoming conventions as follows: 2011, Reno, Nev., July 8-16; 2012, Louisville, Ky. (returning to the Galt House), July 6-14; and 2013, Columbus, Ohio (dates to be determined).


Ron Milliman announced that revenue generated from those signing up for the MMS program at this convention and those who increased their pledges will exceed $5,000.


After the break, Dan Dillon thanked everyone who raised money for, volunteered at, and participated in this year's walk-a-thon.  Regal Cinemas, Target, and Vitamin Water were significant sponsors.  Marsha Farrow raised $1,250, and the team of Tim and Cindy Van Winkle brought in over $2,000.  The Washington Council of the Blind was the affiliate bringing in the most money, and WCB president Denise Colley was presented with a trophy.  The walk raised $19,500.  Participation increased by 25 percent this year.  The winners were: first place, Robert Spangler (while pushing a wheelchair with someone in it); second place, Ken Stewart; third place, Ray Campbell.


Brenda Dillon thanked everyone for helping out with and participating in the auction.  The auction raised approximately $16,312.


Godino then turned the podium over to Pomerantz.  An experiment was conducted to test the efficacy and efficiency of a secret ballot in conjunction with a roll call vote.  A bogus resolution was presented and, for the "debate," there was one speaker in favor of the resolution and one against.  A voice vote was recorded, ballots were distributed to the certified voting members, and a roll call vote was taken.  The ballot was an index card.  Doing nothing to the card indicated a yes vote; tearing off one corner was a vote in the negative.


After voting, each person placed his/her ballot in a basket, and the baskets were taken to the back of the room for the votes to be counted.  Lane Waters announced the final count, which was the total of the secret ballot and delegate votes.  Jeff Thom, chair of the voting task force, thanked everyone for participating in this exercise and asked for feedback.  This issue will most likely be revisited in 2011.


The last order of business was the second reading of a proposal to change the title of Bylaw 6 from Standing Committees to Committees, and to insert a sentence before the list of committees A-O.  A motion to remove the word "standing" from the proposed language was defeated.  The new language reads as follows:  "In addition to the standing committees provided for below, the president, in consultation with the board of directors, is authorized to appoint such other standing committees and/or special committees as deemed necessary to further the objectives of the American Council of the Blind."

** FRIDAY

Friday is always filled with lots of things like elections, constitution and bylaws amendments, and resolutions, and this year was no different. While what I've just mentioned was certainly typical of a Friday session at ACB's national convention, there were a couple of things that aren't so typical.


For the first time in a long time, we had lots of debate and discussion on some of the constitution and bylaws amendments that were brought forward this year. Unfortunately, there isn't enough time or space in this article to list all of that dialogue here, but you can go to the ACB web site and listen to the Friday session to learn about that discussion firsthand.


The second "behind the scenes" thing that was happening was the fact that S. 3304, the Senate version of the 21st Century Telecommunications Act, was being marked up that morning. So, if you heard a different reader reading resolutions, your ears weren't deceiving you. That was happening because your resolutions chair was preparing the resolution regarding the H.R. 3101, the House version of the 21st Century Telecommunications Act, for Eric to send to the legislature. You'll be happy to know that the resolution was sent and we expect great things as a result.


Elections for the board of directors as well as the board of publications were held on Friday morning. All of the incumbents for the board of publications remained on the BOP. The board of directors realized three new members: Janet Dickelman, George Holliday, and Allan Peterson.
*****
2010 ACB MEMBERSHIP SEMINAR:

ENCOURAGING AFFILIATES WITH TECHNIQUES 

TO REACH MORE MEMBERS

compiled by Ardis Bazyn


After introductions, our first panel spoke on "Innovative Methods to Host a Meeting." Denny Huff discussed conference call systems and the advantages of Skype. He mentioned three conference services: www.TotallyFreeConferenceCalls.com and www.FreeConferenceCalls.com. Both of these are basically the same.  You can have up to 90 participants on a conference.  You have the ability to record the conference call and then either call a number to listen to the playback or download the recording to your computer for playback. On both of these services, you have moderator control for turning entry and exit chimes on and off, muting all participants except for the moderator, reviewing the number of participants, and receiving a report after the conference call is finished stating how many participants you had on that call with their call-in phone number. You can easily sign up for either service without any cost to you. Www.freeconference.com is also a free conference system, but recording fees apply. Skype is an online calling system that can be used through a computer. Not all participants have to use a computer, but the host does. There is no charge for calls through this system in the U.S. and low cost for international calls. Pratik Patel spoke on accessible webinars and chat lines. 


Cindi Vega of Utah, Becky Barnes from GDUI, Charles Glaser from RSVA, and Brenda Dillon of Tennessee shared affiliate experiences for the second panel, entitled "Membership Incentives." The list of affiliate incentives is below the highlights of the seminar. We congratulated the affiliate winning the ACB Affiliate Growth Award: the South Dakota Association of the Blind. Keith Bundy, immediate past president, represented the current co-presidents, Linda Biffert and Dawn Brush. The affiliate that placed second was the Montana Blind and Low Vision Council. Here are the tips Keith gave that boosted their membership.


· We got a new membership team and took a new approach to recruiting.


· Several people took names of former members and encouraged them to join again.


· We had a team that worked together – even stuffing envelopes.


· Return envelopes were provided to make it more convenient for prospective members to return forms and payment of dues.


· A support group located in the western part of the state formed an SDAB chapter.


A hand-out with a list of resources available to assist affiliate presidents was read. A special-interest hand-out was also available. If any president or their designee would like one, please contact Ardis Bazyn at abazyn@bazyncommunications.com.

Membership Incentives

- Discount on cabs

- Three hours of discounted ($5) mail reading service 

- Free driving for members

- Group and individual volunteer assistance with shopping, labeling, recording of materials, gift-wrapping, etc.

- Free quarterly movie ticket 

- Free bowling (chapter has bowling discount) 

- Free computer training and a weekly e-mailed computer tip

- Free fishing program, including equipment and bait

- Discounts on cab rides, bus trips, local restaurants, entertainment, assistive technology training workshops, audio-described theater productions, movies, sporting events 

- Grant for attending exercise and tandem bike classes

- Free CPR classes

- Reimbursement for expenses for members who participate in Disability Day on the Hill, fundraisers, or public awareness 

- Sponsor or subsidize meals for convention

- Stipend for national convention

- Drawing for pre-registering -- win free luncheon ticket

- Members' discount on lunch and banquet tickets 

- Reimbursement for attending convention banquet

- Fifty percent discounts to first-time convention attendees  

- Discount exhibit tables for members and affiliates 

- One-half to two-thirds cost of pre-arranged chapter activity 

- Discounted boat tickets for supper cruise  

- Volunteers to attend to help with buffet

- Discounted meal packages for early registration

- Free or discounted convention transportation 

- Subsidize $25 Saturday night room rate 

- Chapter drawings for rooms and first-timers' dinner

- Reimbursements to board members and delegates
*****

WHO WON THE GW MICRO BOOKSENSE?


Shortly after our 2009 convention, the Monthly Monetary Support (MMS) program committee kicked off its campaign to promote the program among our membership. The names of all new contributors, and all those existing participants who increased their contributions by at least $5 per month, were placed in a pot for a drawing to win a BookSense from GW Micro.  The promotion began immediately following the 2009 convention in Orlando and ran through the end of our 2010 conference and convention in Phoenix. After the convention, the winner was selected using a random number program to ensure total fairness and objectivity. Each eligible contributor was numbered, and the computer program selected the magic number 39.  


And 39 turned out to be Stephanie Hunolt of Kirksville, Mo.!! Congratulations to Stephanie, and we certainly hope she gets lots of good use out of her new BookSense. 


This campaign was very successful, bringing lots of new participants into the MMS program. We greatly appreciate everyone who contributes to the program.



-- Ronald E. Milliman
*****
ACB GOES GOLD IN THE SILVER STATE

by Carla Ruschival


It's already November, and ACB is getting closer and closer to going gold.  The 2011 ACB conference and convention is set for July 8-16 in Reno, Nev., and you will want to be there to help us celebrate ACB's 50th anniversary.


The conference hotel is the fabulous John Ascuaga Nugget Hotel Resort Casino.  It features two 29-story towers with over 1,500 rooms, eight restaurants, six bars, pool, fitness center, and of course a casino. 


This month's featured restaurant in the hotel is the Noodle Hut.  Enjoy quick and tasty Asian specialities like won ton noodle soup, pad thai or sushi; chopsticks are optional.  Visit another time and feast on pasta favorites such as spaghetti and meatballs and Cajun pasta.  The Noodle Hut is open 7 days a week from 11:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.  It is conveniently located next to Trader Dick's bar on the main casino floor.


By the time you read this article, the conference and convention committee will have completed its fall visit to Reno.  At this time, we generally interview transportation providers and exhibit hall decorators.  We visit potential tour sites and begin working with the hotel on accessibility issues.  We begin recruiting volunteers and identifying potential corporate sponsors.  Even though the conference doesn't happen until next July, fall is a crucial time in the planning process.


Work has begun on session programs and schedules, exhibits, advertising and sponsorships, and more.  Materials will soon be available for affiliates, committees, and companies who wish to participate in the ACB 50th anniversary conference.  To insure that your company or agency receives information on how to become a part of this exciting opportunity, let us hear from you right away (see contact information below).


It's not too early to stake your claim in Reno.  Make hotel reservations by calling the John Ascuaga Nugget Hotel Resort Casino at 1-800-648-1177.  Use group code "gblind" to insure that you receive the ACB rate of $87 per night (single/double) plus tax.  Remember that there is a $10 charge per night for each additional person in your room. 


New this year:  You can make hotel reservations on-line.  Visit www.januggetsecure.com/jump/1308 to check it out.  Be sure to give us feedback concerning your online reservation experience.


For more information, call the ACB national office at (202) 467-5081 or 1-800-424-8666, or contact Carla Ruschival, chair, ACB national conference and convention committee, at (502) 303-7042 or by e-mail at adamcarla@bellsouth.net. 
*****

NOTES FROM THE SEPTEMBER ACB BOARD TELECONFERENCE

by Jenine Stanley


The ACB board met via teleconference on Sept. 23. Mitch Pomerantz presented a number of items in his president's report. 


Haiti Relief Efforts: Pomerantz and Kim Charlson announced that funds previously allocated by the board to assist individuals and organizations effected by the Haitian earthquake would be sent to a committee established by the World Blind Union to administer relief funds. 


Fall Fund-Raising Letter: Pomerantz is preparing a fall fund-raising letter to be distributed to the membership in October. 


Grants: ACB has applied for two grants from the Department of Education and is part of another application to that same department, involving audio description. Grant awards should be announced for the first two by November and the third by December. ACB is looking to increase its partnerships in grant efforts as well as solo grant applications. 


Deque Systems and the ACB Store: Pomerantz met with Preety Kumar of Deque Systems regarding her company's desire to assist ACB with its web site. Deque has taken on redesign of the ACB Store, free of charge. They will use Drupal, the content management software used in the general re-design of the ACB web site. The site will then be overseen by the ACB Store Committee. 


Meeting with HumanWare: Pomerantz will travel to HumanWare's headquarters in Montreal to discuss ways that the adaptive equipment company can work more closely with ACB. 


Cruise Fund Raiser: Pomerantz reported that ACB realized $1,600 from its recent fund-raiser cruise. There will be two cruises in 2011. 


Kim Charlson reported on talks with Art as Responsa who have chosen ACB as a designated charity. The organization sells a braille dreidel. 

 
Executive Director's Report: Melanie Brunson announced that she has hired a new assistant, Dionne Matthews. She is assisting Melanie on grant research among her other duties. 


The Combined Federal Campaign has begun and the ACB CFC number is on our web site. Brunson plans to post information about the campaign and how to contribute on all of ACB lists. 


Comments have been filed with the FCC regarding cell phone access and can be found on the ACB web site. As a result of the resolution concerning cell phone access and Sprint in particular, Brunson was contacted by and will meet with an attorney representing Sprint. 


Eric Bridges will host a group from Korea representing one of their agencies for the blind. George Holliday recently hosted a similar group from France on behalf of ACB. 


Brunson urged all board members to publicize early registration for the mid-year meeting and legislative seminar. 


Bridges sent a letter to Microsoft regarding the accessibility of Windows CE for mobile devices. As a result, he has been asked to come to the Microsoft campus to discuss these issues along with others in the blindness technology field. 


Board Handbook: A CD has been prepared for all board members with a number of documents as reference. This CD will serve as the board's handbook and is designed to be easily updated electronically. 


Controller's Report: Lane Waters reported one staff change in the Minneapolis office. He also reported that a report on the 2010 convention will be ready very soon, well ahead of the upcoming budget process. He is finishing the audit and will have a financial report for the board's review prior to its November meeting. 

2011 Drawing: The board voted to accept the resource development committee's recommendation to hold a drawing at the 2011 conference and convention, with proceeds going to "The Braille Forum," pending investigation of Reno gaming ordinances. 


2014 Convention Bids: Carla Ruschival presented information on the 2014 bidding process. The Atlanta hotel withdrew its bid. She shared information about the Riviera Hotel in Las Vegas. The board voted to hold the 2014 conference and convention at the Riviera Hotel, Las Vegas. 


Elections: The board elected the following members to serve on the budget committee: Mike Godino, Michael Garrett and Berl Colley. 


The board elected Allan Peterson to serve as its representative to the public relations committee. 


The board will hold its next meeting Nov. 6 and 7 in Reno, Nev. 

*****

VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS INCLUDES VISUALLY IMPAIRED


Linda Espy's art interest, besides the beautiful Helen Keller and Annie Sullivan dolls donated to our 2010 auction, has also developed into a passion for Victorian Christmas history. She wants everyone in Summerville, Ga. and surrounding communities to enjoy this special historical Christmas event. She wants to include everyone – yes, that means individuals with severe vision loss and other physical challenges, too. 


Four years ago, Espy started a volunteer group in Summerville that decorates downtown store windows at Christmas (from Thanksgiving through Christmas), with life-size figures from the Victorian era, during which our town was formed.   The 18 scenes include 35 handmade and sculpted figures depicting historical events related to Christmas.  Scenes include Victorian Welcome Santa; Queen Victoria and Prince Albert introducing the tradition of the Christmas tree to England; Charles Dickens writing "A Christmas Carol;" Tiny Tim and Scrooge; poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow writing the words for the carol, "I Heard the Bells"; a working carousel with hand-carved and painted toy horses; Civil War soldiers in a camp; Victorian Santa in an antique sleigh; and a scene from "The Night Before Christmas"; a toy shop; a sweet shop; African-American family quilted Nativity scene; a moving toy train with onlookers; Victorian Santa with first Christmas cards; a family singing Christmas carols, and more, with new scenes being added each year.


Two years ago, we started a walking tour of the windows, with Victorian costumed guides at each window to explain the historical significance, and various performers on the courthouse steps.  This year we are happy to announce that, thanks to the efforts of Marsha Farrow, we'll be adding a handicapped accessible tour.  The original walking tour date is Sunday, Dec. 4, from 2 to 4 p.m. (rain date is Dec. 11).  The accessible tour date will be Saturday, Dec. 11 and Sunday, Dec. 12 from 2-4 p.m. The tours and displays are free.


--- Marsha Farrow
*****

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM THE ACB STORE


Turkey and ham, mashed potatoes and corn pudding and deviled eggs, jam cake and warm pie with a scoop of ice cream, fresh-baked cookies and homemade fudge -- the holidays are coming!  And it's time to shop!


This holiday season ACB is ready to help you fill all of those gift bags and boxes with fantastic presents.  The ACB Store web site has new products and a new look, as well as some of the familiar popular products from the past.


You are also invited to shop online with Independent Living Aids and Maxi-Aids.  When you enter either of these sites through the ACB Store and then purchase items for yourself or others, you are supporting ACB.  Both ILA and Maxi-Aids rebate a percentage of all sales generated through the links from the ACB Store page to ACB -- at no additional cost to you.

 
The ACB Store also accepts orders by phone; call us at 1-877-848-3218.  You may pay for purchases with either a credit card, check, or purchase order.


Have questions?  Give us a call at 1-877-848-3218.  Happy holidays to all!


-- Carla Ruschival
*****

HERE AND THERE

edited by Sue Lichtenfels


The announcement of products and services in this column does not represent an endorsement by the American Council of the Blind, its officers, or staff. Listings are free of charge for the benefit of our readers.  "The Braille Forum" cannot be held responsible for the reliability of the products and services mentioned.  To submit items for this column, send a message to info@acb.org, or phone the national office at 1-800-424-8666, and leave a message in Sharon Lovering's mailbox.  Information must be received at least two months ahead of publication date.
** WRITERS NEEDED FOR DISABILITY ANTHOLOGY


Individuals with a disability ages 13-30 are needed to submit chapter-length non-fiction stories about their experiences as a disabled person for a new anthology. The intent of this project is to use personal voices to capture the experience of the new generation of young people with disabilities. Submissions should range from 2,000 to 5,000 words and are due before Jan. 15, 2011. Include your address, phone number, e-mail address and a short bio on the manuscript. E-mail proposed submissions or any questions to voicesoftheadageneration@gmail.com. 

** ONLINE PRODUCT INFORMATION RESOURCE


Horizons for the Blind recently launched www.directionsforme.org, a new Internet-based service that makes consumer packaging information available in an accessible online format for people who are blind, visually impaired, or have trouble reading the small print on packages or labels. The site includes over 300,000 products in food, health and beauty and general merchandise. Users can find information about preparation directions, nutrition facts, ingredients, allergy/drug interaction warnings and more.
** ACCESSIBLE GUITAR HERO


The popular video game Guitar Hero has been adapted to make it easier for people with disabilities to enjoy the fun. Enabling Devices has created a table-top control center as an alternative to the guitar-style controller. The adapted controller includes five colored buttons used to play each musical note, an arrow button to scroll through songs, and a start button. The package includes the adapted controller, a regular guitar controller for friends to join in, and two versions of the Guitar Hero game. For more information, call 1-800-832-8697 or visit www.enablingdevices.com. 

** PERSONALIZED MUSIC FOR KIDS


Name Your Tune is a children's music CD compilation that is made-to-order and personalized for each child. The goal of this product is to use familiar, beat-driven music to teach simple life lessons, foster positive self-esteem, and spark a love of music. The child's name is repeated in the song lyrics throughout the CD. Now, Name Your Tune 2 is available and includes 12 additional songs such as Lemon Drops and Gum Drops, Old McDonald Had a Zoo, 5 Little Monkeys, ABCs and 123s, Skinnamarink, Mr. Sunshine, and The Bucket. You can hear samples from these CDs at www.nameyourtune.com. 

** BRAILLE BOOKS FOR CHILDREN


Seedlings Braille Books for Children boasts a selection of 1,100 low-cost print-braille books for children from preschool to high school. Some of its newest additions include: "Clifford's Noisy Day," "Are You My Mommy?," "101 Ways to Bug Your Parents," "In the Line of Fire: Presidents' Lives at Stake."  Seedlings' Book Angel Program provides two free books each year to children who are visually impaired and live in the U.S. and Canada. Children must register online and include their choice of four books, of which Seedlings will send them two. To register for the 2010 program before the end of the year, or to learn more about selection and pricing, visit www.seedlings.org. You can request a catalog by calling 1-800-777-8552 or e-mailing info@seedlings.org. 
** YOUNG BLIND DETECTIVE NOVELS


Kristie Smith-Armand is a teacher for the visually impaired and an author.  She has written three novels in the Adventures of Abby Diamond series. Abby is a girl detective who happens to be blind. The books are written for children ages 8-13. These books are available through Bookshare, Barnes & Noble and Amazon. Kristie also writes a weekly blog for the Dallas Morning News, which focuses mainly on people with a visual impairment who lead productive, active lives. You can visit her web site at www.dotsdottie.com. 
** DOG TOYS & MORE!

Planet Dog offers an extensive line of organic dog treats, durable Orbee-Tuff® toys and soft, squeaky toys. Peppermint Cranberry Crunch, the newest holiday flavor, combines organic cranberries and pure peppermint extract to offer dogs valuable antioxidants. For the soft and squeaky toy lovers, Planet Dog offers the Naughty or Nice Li'l Buds and the Gingerbread Buddy, each made of super-soft fleece and including a double-bellow squeaker. The Orbee-Tuff® Glow for Good Ball is a bouncy, minty glow-in-the-dark ball.  Every Planet Dog product is covered by the company's 100 percent satisfaction guarantee. To review the complete selection of products or make a purchase, visit www.planetdog.com or call 1-800-381-1516.

** GOT A SWEET TOOTH? 


Sweet Tooth offers a selection of edible treats including fudge, lollipops, clusters, peanut butter cups, solid chocolate novelties from 250 different molds including guide dogs, and braille chocolate bars. Available braille greetings on chocolate bars include Happy Birthday, Love You, Have a Nice Day, Thank You, Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays. They weigh 4 1/2 ounces and can be made in milk, dark or white chocolate. They are bagged in cellophane and tied with ribbons. For more information, contact Sweet Tooth at (585) 544-1853 or send e-mail to judydavis12@rochester.rr.com. 

** HANDMADE BATH AND BODY PRODUCTS  


Charlotte Lang is a blind entrepreneur who makes soaps, bath salts, shower gels, hand soaps, shampoos, bubble baths, lotions, body splashes, lip balms and scented jar candles. In soaps she offers shea butter, olive oil or goat's milk. She can mold the soaps into flowers, animals, nautical items, fantasy themes and basic shapes. Bath products come in 4 or 8 oz. bottles. Scents range from floral such as rose, lavender or honeysuckle, to fruit such as pomegranate, strawberry or cucumber melon to edible such as vanilla, coconut and butterscotch and everything in between. Lip balms are available in a variety of flavors. Candles are 8-ounce jars and have a burn time of up to 50 hours. For more information, e-mail sirius_black@comcast.net or call (952) 236-7517.

** CORPORATE COMMITMENT TO BLIND


Cleanlogic, maker of skincare products, has made a corporate commitment to people who are blind or visually impaired. Every bottle of Cleanlogic bath and body products includes a braille label to aid in identification. In addition, the company has established the Inspiration Foundation to provide adaptive technology devices and professional opportunities to people who are blind or visually impaired. The Cleanlogic Collection includes body washes, lotions, an assortment of exfoliating bath accessories, and the Soap+Sponge. For more information about Cleanlogic Bath & Body Care, visit cleanlogicbodycare.com. A video on the Inspiration Foundation is available at www.youtube.com/watch?v=LAGNEaCNDZo.
** FLAMELESS FRAGRANCE ALTERNATIVE


Jywanza Maye is a consultant for Scentsy, a line of decorative ceramic warmers that melt a special wax to fragrance the home. Warmers are available in a variety of styles and colors. Scentsy offers over 80 scents in the wax bars. For more information, visit Jywanza's web site at www.scentsy.com/indy or call (347) 878-6293.

*****

HIGH TECH SWAP SHOP

** FOR SALE: Refurbished Shuttle-XPC desktop computer with Intel dual core, 3 gig per core, 2 gigs RAM, 250-gig hard drive, NVDA screen reader.  Asking $499.  E-mail Joe Negrete at blueonyx@gmail.com or call (559) 800-7215.


** FOR SALE: Cordless phone that has a speaker and has numbers in braille, call waiting flash button and redial.  Asking $50.  Contact Tonya Smith at 1665 Paree, Newport, MI 48166.  Will accept checks or money orders.


** FOR SALE: Desktop computer with Intel dual core processor, 4 gigs RAM, 1 TB hard drive, Windows XP Home Edition, ZoomText and JAWS.  Asking $750. Toshiba laptop with 4 gigs RAM, 320-gig hard drive, Intel Pentium dual core processor, Windows XP Professional, ZoomText and JAWS.  Asking $950.  Contact Jose at (818) 220-6256.


** FOR SALE: BookSense standard with Executive Products case, charger, USB cable.  Asking $150 (negotiable).  Contact Aaron at (502) 541-1167 or e-mail him at blindgeek1989@gmail.com.

** FOR SALE: Optacon in good working condition.  Comes with carrying case, original shipping carton, braille manuals and charger.  Asking $1,000.  For more information, contact Dennis at (248) 549-9236.


** FOR SALE: Braille Note BT Classic. Includes KeySoft version 4.01,  a USB printer/scanner cord, a telephone/modem cord, serial cable, BrailleNote PC software, the regular print user guide and command summary, and the large print command summary. The user's guide is also available electronically.  Some of the cells on the braille display are a little bit slow in going down, but this isn't very noticeable and doesn't compromise the functionality of the display. Overall, the unit is in good condition. Asking $200 or best offer (includes shipping). Contact Stacy at stacy.cervenka@gmail.com.
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