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SELECTING ICUB AS A BENEFICIARY


If you or a friend would like to remember the Iowa Council of the United Blind in your will, you may do so by using the following language: “I grant, devise, or bequeath unto the Iowa Council of the United Blind, a non-profit charitable organization, the sum of ______ dollars, ____ percent of my net estate, or the following stocks and bonds (please list them) to be used for its worthy purposes on behalf of blind persons.”  If your wishes are more complex, you may have your attorney call (515) 279-4284, or write Iowa Council of the United Blind, 3912 SE 5th Street, Des Moines, Iowa 50315.

VEHICLE DONATION 


ICUB has been participating in a fundraiser in which people donate vehicles to us which are repaired (if needed) and then sold.  We receive a portion of the selling price after expenses and advertising costs for the program are deducted.  If you receive a question about vehicle donations, or are interested in donating a vehicle, the telephone number to call for information is 1-800-899-4925.

BULLETIN BUSINESS

Anyone who cannot read this print bulletin or finds it difficult to have it read may receive an email or cassette copy at no charge.  Please contact the editor, Linda Slayton at 515/274-8993 to request an alternative format.  

Cassette readers are always invited to keep their copy of the Bulletin.  However, if you would like to return cassettes when you are finished with them, please place in a NEW standard mailing envelope, write “Free Matter For the Blind” in the upper right hand corner, and return to the editor using the address on the front page.  You may include either the original box and cassette or just the cassette.  Multiple cassettes may be returned in one envelope if you choose.  Please do not simply scratch out your name on the front of the original cassette box and write “Return”.  The Post Office often sends these back marked “Unable to Deliver” and we have mistakenly taken people off of our list.  We want everyone who is interested to receive the Bulletin, so please contact the editor if you have any questions.

LINDA’S LINES


In this issue my focus is on thanks.  I first want to say thank you to Donna Seliger for her time as President of ICUB.  Donna is one of those people who work diligently behind the scenes to make sure the big and little things get done.  She has been one of our best resources for years and has, at times, been taken for granted.  It is my pleasure, therefore, on behalf of all of us in ICUB to send her a hearty “Thank You!”  Donna, we wish you the best in your endeavors and know that you will continue to be an asset to ICUB in all that you do.


My next thanks goes out to our new President, Mike Hoenig.  As Donna steps down from the post, it is a comfort to know that we have another strong leader stepping up.  I have known Mike since first becoming blind and look forward to working with him on all of the issues that we encounter as blind persons.  Thanks, Mike, for taking on the challenge.


Lastly, I want to say thanks to all of you.  Since becoming editor there have been a few trials and lots of learning.  Your patience and guidance have helped tremendously.  For this issue, I received a report from each chapter, the President’s report, and articles that I requested.  Each was sent in on time and without prodding!  Thank you, thank you, thank you!  Keep up the great job you’re doing.

PRESIDENT’S NOTEBOOK

JULY, 2004

It is an honor to be writing this column as ICUB president.  Thank you for placing such confidence in me.  Please be assured that I will do my very best to represent our great organization.  It really is your organization, and that is why I hope you will contact me with your views, questions and concerns.

In February, we learned of a bill before the Iowa legislature appropriating funds to the Iowa Department for the Blind to contract with NFB for the administration of NewsLine for the Blind.  The bill contained no such provision for the Iowa Radio Reading Information Service (IRIS), a service which many of you enjoy.  Two months (and many legislative contacts later), we received great news!  The legislature passed a one-year appropriation of $130,000, to be split evenly between IRIS and NewsLine.  I would like to personally thank all of those ICUB members who took the time to educate legislators on this important issue.  Your work paid off!

In March, Dee Clayton, Donna Seliger, Dick Natale and I attended the ACB Legislative Seminar.  You’ll be happy to know that we represented Iowa well on the eve of the seminar, working far into the night alongside ACB office staff and other volunteers to prepare packets.  Key topics included reauthorization of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, restoration of Descriptive Video Service, transportation, and an amendment sponsored by Iowa Senator Charles Grassley which would severely curtail our ability to raise funds through the Vehicle Donation Program.  Thanks to Dick Natale for his ongoing work with Senator Grassley’s staff on this issue.  We will keep you informed as further details become available. 

Our 17th Annual convention was a success.  Cynthia Towers, ACB Board Member and Convention Coordinator, provided an informative ACB update and shared her experiences of being interviewed for the Oprah Winfrey show.  In addition to good food, our banquet featured a spirited auction conducted by Jim Witte, whose powers of persuasion and ability to turn seemingly ordinary objects into priceless treasures just keep getting better and better.  Thanks to the diligent work of our resolutions committee, ICUB passed substantive resolutions concerning funding for Independent Living, appointments to the Iowa Commission for the Blind board, preservation of the IDB Library, the need for sound fiscal practices on the part of IDB administration, and equity of funding for accessible news services.  The resolutions are printed in their entirety elsewhere in this Bulletin.

In June, I joined an enthusiastic Cedar Rapids chapter for their monthly meeting, held in Vinton.  The chapter’s interest in organizational activities and the excellent fellowship reminded me once again why it’s great to be an Iowan and an ICUB member.  Thanks, Cedar Rapids, for making me feel right at home!

How can I possibly condense the events of the 43rd annual ACB Convention, held in Birmingham, Alabama, down to one paragraph.  ICUB was well-represented by 10 delegates, and we were pleased to welcome Iowa Department for the Blind Transition Mentoring Specialist Keri Nuzum as a guest.  A personal highlight was a trip to Talladega, home of the Alabama School for the Blind (ASB).  ASB continues to provide an academic program for nearly 120 students, many of whom participate in extracurricular activities and enter college upon graduation.  General sessions included updates from key national organizations such as the National Library Service and American Printing House for the Blind, and featured an entertaining talk by Braille Forum narrator Mark Ashby.  The ICUB resolution supporting increased Federal funding for Independent Living was adopted unanimously.  Other resolutions urged immediate advocacy concerning proposed Greyhound service cuts, supported additional research on the Unified English Braille Code, and called for accessibility of written tests for immigrants applying for US citizenship.  Finally, and perhaps most importantly, conventioneers engaged in frank discussion and debate, the first step toward unity.  How fortunate we are to be a part of an organization which values democracy and free speech among its members!

Our website has a new look, thanks to our new Webmaster, Gary Patterson.  Come visit the site at http://www.acb.org/iowa/.  Let us know what you think of the site, and how we can improve it!

Our fall board meeting will be held on Saturday, September 11, from 10 AM to 2 PM at the Vision Enhancement Center, 800 1st Street Northwest, Cedar Rapids.  Remember that these are open meetings, and we encourage you to come join us.

Until Next Time, 

Mike Hoenig

FORT DODGE CHAPTER REPORT

By Thelma Hoover


There is one thing about spring that makes the heart go a little faster – the returning of all of our members from their winter hide-a-ways!  The old saying, “There’s No Place Like Home”, hold true even now.  You can imagine the warm welcome they received!


While they were away, they were remembered even while here at home it was business as usual.  Jim and Dotty Janvrin usually make it to the convention on their return trip from Arizona.  This year was no exception.  Jim gave us a full report on just about everything that was covered at convention, and, as Jim always does, he reported everything with enthusiasm!


The IRIS group in Fort Dodge have moved their facilities to Friendship Haven.  Their new quarters are more spacious and can accommodate more readers.  Our Chapter agreed to help provide several pieces of furniture to help our readers be more comfortable.  After all, they give their time to read and keep us informed of all that is happening around us.  It’s a way of saying, “Thank you!”


In June we had a guest speaker who presented information about funeral arrangements.  There are so many more options available today than twenty years ago.  Perhaps it is something we would rather not bother with or think about, but it is something we need to take care of before it’s too late. 


The chapter is now beginning to think about our annual luncheon for our IRIS readers.  We like to make it special for special people.  I’ll let you know how it all turns out in my next writing.  Have a good summer. Keep the umbrella handy and enjoy life.

CEDAR VALLEY CHAPTER REPORT

By Louise Ceglar


The Cedar Valley Council of the Blind meets every two months on the second Sunday of the month.   We meet at the U. A. W. Union Hall in Waterloo.   We have a small group, but do enjoy getting together.


In April, Helen Cunningham had heart surgery in Rochester, MN.  She is doing very well and is back in her home again.  

Our bowling season ended April 30 and the banquet was held at AJ’s.  Don Franklin was the most improved bowler.  He will also receive a pin for bowling sixty pins over his average in one game!   We attended the Midwest Blind Bowling Tournament in March and I came in 5th place in singles for the sighted.


Ray O’Brien is living at the Cedar Falls Health Care Center.  He takes part in many of the activities and is very happy there.  Larry and June Beltz are expecting their first grandchild after thirteen years.  


During one of the windstorms, we had a hole in the roof and it caused water to come into two of our closets.  We lost plaster and Steve has been busy re-plastering and painting.  


Four of our members attended the state convention in Des Moines and Gloria O’Neal and Bonnie Cousens attended the National Convention.  


In May the blind lost a good friend, Don Lewis.  When we needed a place to meet, he went to the UAW and we have been meeting there ever since.  Don didn’t understand why the blind couldn’t bowl.  He went into debt and purchased the guide rails for bowling.  Then he contacted blind persons in Waterloo and started the first blind bowling league.  Many people will miss Don Lewis.

DES MOINES CHAPTER REPORT

By Dee Clayton

Hello Everyone, 

I hope everyone is getting along all right through this hot and humid weather.  Since the last bulletin, the Des Moines Chapter has decided to do a new fundraiser.  We will be selling talking clocks with an alarm for $5.00.  We will probably be talking about this at the state board meeting since we are offering this fundraiser to all chapters.  We had 9 people from the Des Moines chapter and Mike Hoenig attend the National ACB Convention in Birmingham.  I think that everyone learned some new and interesting things throughout the week. 

We are planning out picnic for July 31st and hope some of you can come.  It will be at the Department for the Blind in the assembly room with doors opening at 11:30 in the morning and eating around 1 p.m.  We are also getting people lined up who are going to go to the Cedar Rapids picnic in August.  Hope to see many of you there.  I will sign off for now and see everyone in the next bulletin.  Have a good summer! 

CEDAR RAPIDS CHAPTER REPORT

By Shirley Wiggins

We have held one meeting since convention.  It was held at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Steve Abernathy in Vinton, Iowa.  We were served a very nice home cooked lunch and a lot of hospitality.  Of course, the convention was discussed, and we all approved of the resolutions.  After hearing Shirley's report, the convention was thought to be a success. 
Last, but certainly not least, we made our plans for the August 28th picnic to be held at Shawnee Park as usual.  We look forward to seeing you there. The time is 11:00 A.M. until 4:00 P. M.  We would like to see you stick around for a while; it's not nice to eat and run!  Hahahaha!!!!! 

The support group has had some interesting speakers. A Linn County Representative in May, Tod Taylor.  Kris Thompson from the Des Moines offices of A.A.R.p. spoke to us on finding the best way to cut the cost of medication.  This month we had Barb Weigel from the Department for the Blind.  She brought both older and newer aids and devises with her.  Judging from their actions and the phone calls I received later, I would say Barb was a success. 

Have a nice summer.  We are looking forward to seeing you at the August 28th picnic. 

DUBUQUE CHAPTER REPORT

By Lorraine Brown


Hello all, this is my first attempt at submitting the report for our chapter.  I’ll do my best!  We had 16 people attend the state convention in May.  It was a good trip and everyone who attending got a lot out of it.

We have elected new officers for this year.  They are Lorraine Brown, President; Shirley Conrad, Vice President; Thelma Kerth, Treasurer; and Inez Schultz, Secretary.

After the convention, Virg broke her arm and Thelma has not been feeling very well.  We wish them both quick recoveries!

Our banquet will be held Saturday Oct. 30th from 1:oo PM to 4:00 PM at Bishops in the mall.  The address is 555 JFK Road, Dubuque, IA.  Please meet outside of Bishops a little before 1:00.pm or find our group inside.  We hope many of you will join us for good food and fun!

2004 ICUB RESOLUTIONS

(Editor’s note: The following is a letter we sent to Commission Chair, Julie Scurr, in regard to the resolutions.  The resolutions follow the letter.)

June 11, 2004

Mrs. Julia Scurr, Chair

2286 E Grantview DR

Coralville, Iowa 52241

Dear Mrs. Scurr,

In May, the Iowa Council of the United Blind (ICUB) elected me to serve as our President.  At that same state-wide annual convention, several resolutions were passed which relate to the Commission for the Blind and/or the Department for the Blind.  With this letter I am transmitting copies of these resolutions.  

Resolution 2004-01 concerns federal funding for independent living services and will be transmitted to the appropriate federal officials.  In addition, it reflects ICUB’s desire to have the Department for the Blind retain Title VII Part B funds to provide direct services to individuals 54 years of age or younger, who are not eligible for services under the Vocational Rehabilitation Program.  

Resolution 2004-02 reflects ICUB’s concern regarding the appointment of Mr. Doug Elliott to the three-member Commission for the Blind.  While we have nothing personal against Mr. Elliott, we believe that his close relationship with Mr. Harris makes it difficult, if not impossible, to carry out his function of oversight of departmental activities.

Resolution 2004-03 outlines ICUB’s concern with Mr. Harris’ recommendation last fall to close the library if hundreds of thousands of additional state dollars were not received through the state budget process.  You may remember that the Commission for the Blind approved this recommendation, although the proposal was rescinded at a later meeting of the Commission.  ICUB members are very disturbed that the Commission and Mr. Harris would deal with a fiscal short fall by dropping library services, instead of reducing all services across the board impacting all consumers equally.  

Resolution 2004-04 deals with ICUB’s concerns with the fiscal management of the Department.  As you are very aware state appropriations have decreased over the last few years, while the Department expenditures have increased.  This has been possible because of generous amounts of Gifts and Bequests money, which the three-member Commission has permitted to be spent.  This generosity on the part of the Commission has enabled Mr. Harris to ignore the state fiscal crisis by expanding the staff, tripling or more the amount of out-of-state travel, and other discretionary expenditures, such as the purchase of a new bus.  While the Iowa Council of the United Blind is not opposed to the judicious use of Gifts and Bequests to soften the impact of the state fiscal crisis, we do not believe that blind persons, living on less than $1,000 per month, expected their donations to Gifts and Bequests to be used to send four or five staff across the country to attend the same meeting or to replace a bus, which was infrequently used.  We are sure that if you ask whether Gifts and Bequests funds were used for these purposes you will be assured that they were financed using some other source of funding.  However, the fact of the matter is that without Gifts and Bequests dollars, these expenditures would not have been possible.  ICUB believes that it is time for the three-member Commission for the Blind to intercede by instituting an approval process such as the one outlined in this resolution.  

Resolution 2004-05 addresses audio information services including Newsline and the Iowa Radio Reading Information Service for the Blind and Print Handicapped (IRIS).  It is ICUB’s belief that both services are required in order to properly serve all blind Iowans.  ICUB further believes that any state legislation designed to fund these services should do so on an equal basis.  

ICUB appreciates the many years of service, which you and Mr. Martin have given to the blind of the state as members of the Commission.  We are hopeful that you can share our concerns as outlined in these resolutions and address them in a manner which will regain the confidence of blind Iowans in the Department’s ability to continue to provide services to all of the blind of this state.

Sincerely,

Mike Hoenig, President

cc.

Mr. Robert Martin, Member

Mr. Doug Elliott, Member

Lt. Governor Sally Pederson

RESOLUTIONS:

IOWA COUNCIL OF THE UNITED BLIND

RESOLUTION 2004-01

SUBJECT:  Independent Living

WHEREAS, nearly one out of every six Americans age 65 or older is blind or severely visually impaired (a group totaling over five million people); and

WHEREAS, it is estimated that there are as many as 58,000 Iowans who are blind or severely visually impaired.  Given Iowa’s aging population, the vast majority of these individuals are people in their retirement years; and

WHEREAS, the Iowa Department for the Blind averages 1,200 new referrals each year, and about three-fourths of these referrals are aged 65 or older; and

WHEREAS, since the Iowa Department for the Blind began operating an Independent Living Program in the 1980’s, program funding has not kept pace with the demand for services.  The program has experienced a 56% increase in referrals, but funding has increased by less than 25%; and

WHEREAS, the Iowa Department for the Blind receives only a limited federal appropriation, (less than $60,000), for purposes of providing independent living services to blind individuals 54 years of age and younger; and

WHEREAS, the Department is the only entity able to provide the depth of independent living services needed by this population;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Iowa Council of the United Blind in convention assembled this first day of May 2004, in the city of Des Moines, instructs its officers and representatives to work with the Iowa congressional delegation and other interested parties in order to increase Iowa’s federal share of independent living funds from $350,000 per year to $500,000; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we make every effort to secure a change in the independent living funding formula so that each state would receive a guaranteed cost of living increase relative to the consumer price index and no state would receive less than their current level of funding; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Iowa Council of the United Blind urges that Title VII Part B dollars be retained by the Department to ensure that blind individuals age 54 and younger with severe multiple disabilities continue to receive quality independent living services; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Iowa Council of the United Blind delegates to the 2004 ACB National Convention be instructed to use this resolution as a model in developing ACB policy and press for its adoption.

IOWA COUNCIL OF THE UNITED BLIND

RESOLUTION 2004-02

SUBJECT:  Commission for the Blind Gubernatorial Appointments

WHEREAS, the Iowa Department for the Blind has a three-member Commission for the Blind responsible for both oversight and policy; and

WHEREAS, this three-member Commission is appointed by the Governor of the State of Iowa serving three-year staggered terms, with confirmation by the State Senate; and

WHEREAS, the most recent appointment, Mr. Doug Elliott, has an extremely close, longstanding relationship with the current Director, Mr. Allen Harris; and

WHEREAS, such a close relationship will hamper Mr. Elliott’s ability to impartially carry out his duties of oversight and policy development; and

WHEREAS, this unfortunate appointment leaves only two unbiased commissioners, hampering the Commission in carrying out its statutory duties;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Iowa Council of the United Blind in convention assembled this second day of May 2004, in the city of Des Moines, that the President and Executive Board of this organization be instructed to apprise the Governor and Lt. Governor regarding this unfortunate situation; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the President and Executive Board be further instructed to resist in any way possible any further attempts by Mr. Harris to load the Commission for the Blind with personal friends, including informing the news media and members of the Iowa Senate about such attempts; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be sent to Governor Vilsack, Lt. Governor Pederson, and the Commission for the Blind.

IOWA COUNCIL OF THE UNITED BLIND

RESOLUTION 2004-03

SUBJECT:  Library Service

WHEREAS, the Iowa Department for the Blind Library provides library services to all blind Iowans; and

WHEREAS, the Department for the Blind Library is the only source for unabridged large print, Braille, and recorded books and periodicals, since these specialized materials are not found on the open market nor in regular public libraries; and

WHEREAS, it is estimated that there are over 55,000 blind and severely visually impaired Iowans, who could benefit from this service; and

WHEREAS, in the fall of 2003 Mr. Allen Harris, Director of the Iowa Department for the Blind, recommended, and the three-member Commission for the Blind approved the submittal of a proposal to Governor Vilsack to close the Department for the Blind Library if hundreds of thousands of additional state dollars were not received; and

WHEREAS, such a closing would leave thousands of blind Iowans without recreational and work-related reading material, as well as text books for hundreds of Iowa’s blind students;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Iowa Council of the United Blind in convention assembled this second day of May 2004, in the city of Des Moines, that this organization calls upon the members of the Iowa Commission for the Blind to reconsider this approach when dealing with ongoing financial crises by favoring across-the-board cuts rather than the elimination of entire programs; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the President and Executive Board be instructed, if necessary, to explore with the Governor and Legislature statutory or appropriation language to ensure that such horrendous and devastating decisions by the Director and Commission will not occur in the future; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be sent to Governor Vilsack, Lt. Governor Pederson, and the

IOWA COUNCIL OF THE UNITED BLIND

RESOLUTION 2004-04

SUBJECT:  Financial Management

WHEREAS, The State of Iowa for the last several years has experienced a financial crisis and been forced to reduce expenditures, which has impacted most state agencies; and

WHEREAS, these budget reductions of 20 to 30% or more have forced agencies to make across-the-board cuts including:  Reduction in staff, the elimination of out-of-state travel, and the delaying of large discretionary expenditures; and

WHEREAS, the Director of the Iowa Department for the Blind, with the concurrence of the Commission for the Blind, has dealt with this same economic crisis by expanding staff, tripling out-of-state travel, and making large discretionary expenditures, such as, the purchase of a new bus; and

WHEREAS, such an approach to this economic crisis has been possible through the exorbitant use of the Department’s Gifts and Bequests fund, (totaling approximately $600,000 in the last two years); and

WHEREAS, the Department’s Gifts and Bequests fund is not inexhaustible; and

WHEREAS, the effects of this Gifts and Bequests supplementation, coupled with the federal match in the past two years, has resulted in an increase of the Department’s overall budget totaling approximately 1.2 million dollars, when corrected for two new federal grants; and

WHEREAS, it may be many years before the Department’s state budget has an appreciable increase; and

WHEREAS, in a recent public meeting Director Harris acknowledged that despite the economic crisis he intended to continue to hire staff, remodel the building, and go forward with other expenditures regardless of the cost;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Iowa Council of the United Blind in convention assembled on this second day of May 2004 in the city of Des Moines, that this organization implores the members of the Commission for the Blind to change its approach, requiring Mr. Harris to implement prudent expenditure reductions including, but not limited to:  

1)
requiring Commission approval on all staff hiring with a goal of filling necessary positions from within the agency; 

2)
 the elimination of all out-of-state travel for ALL staff, unless approved by the Commission;

3)
The prior approval by the Commission of all expenditures over $5,000, except those expenditures directly related to a rehabilitation client’s Individual Employment Program or Business Enterprises equipment replacement or new facility expansion – the result of implementing these and other changes would gradually reduce departmental expenditures, easing the large drain on Gifts and Bequests, and forcing the Department to live within a reduced budget; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that prudent staffing and the reduction of unnecessary expenditures will enable the Department to live within its budget and spread the impact over all programs and consumer groups, rather than the elimination of programs, such as the closing of the Department for the Blind Library; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the President and Executive Board explore all other avenues to ensure that during  this economic crisis core services will not be eliminated, and no one group of blind persons will be extraordinarily impacted; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent to Governor Vilsack, Lt. Governor Pederson, and the Commission for the Blind.

IOWA COUNCIL OF THE UNITED BLIND

RESOLUTION 2004-05

SUBJECT:  Accessible News and Information Services

WHEREAS, the State of Iowa has two news and information services, which are accessible to blind persons:  Newsline provided by the National Federation of the Blind, and the Iowa Radio Reading Information Service for the Blind and Print Handicapped (IRIS); and

WHEREAS, Newsline provides audible newspapers over the telephone 24/7, using a voice synthesizer and the telephone keypad to select newspapers and other functions; and

WHEREAS, IRIS broadcasts local Iowa newspapers and unique programming over a special radio frequency using volunteer readers and IRIS provided radio receivers 24/7, and national newspapers and periodicals through use of cooperative agreements with other radio reading services; and

WHEREAS, both services are necessary to meet the needs of ALL blind Iowans; and

WHEREAS, a bill was introduced in the last session of the Iowa Legislature, which called for state funding for only the Newsline service, ignoring the needs and desires of the majority of blind Iowans using these services; and 

WHEREAS, through the intervention of the Iowa Council of the United Blind, the IRIS Board, and other interested Iowans, the bill was amended to provide funding for both services; and

WHEREAS, this funding was for one year only;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Iowa Council of the United Blind in convention assembled this second day of May 2004 in the city of Des Moines, that this organization instructs its President and Executive Board to strive to ensure that any future legislation providing funding for audible news and information services include both services; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we do our best to educate the Governor’s office and members of the Iowa Legislature regarding our unique needs where these services are concerned.

THREE CHEERS FOR ARLO AND ELSIE!


The Iowa Council for International Understanding has selected Arlo and Elsie Monthei to receive their Diplomat Award for 2004.  The award was presented to Arlo and Elsie during an awards ceremony on June 28th.  Arlo and Elsie have hosted numerous International visitors over the years and are celebrated throughout the local area for their active involvement in many humanitarian, art, blindness and other civic organizations.  Congratulations, Arlo and Elsie!

AGE, BLINDNESS FAIL TO SLOW CEGLAR

By Sean Hylton

May 9. 2004 – Waterloo/Cedar Falls Courier


Waterloo’s Steven Ceglar claims to be the average retiree with an everyday life.  But, on a bowling alley, Ceglar is like no one else.  

At 89 years old and completely blind, Ceglar still competes regularly both locally and regionally.  He is believed to be the nation’s oldest blind bowler actively competing in tournaments.


‘People say, ‘But you’re 89 years old;’” Ceglar recalls, “I don’t see what that has to do with anything.”


Ceglar recently returned from the Midwest Blind Bowling Tournament in March at Chicago.  “He hopes to bowl next year in the Midwest Tournament in Minneapolis when he’s 90,” marvels Wally Bermeister, the Midwest tournament’s secretary.


It’s especially remarkable since Ceglar hasn’t seen daylight in 62 years.  A bottle cap accident robbed him of his vision in one eye when he was a child and a farm accident involving an errant piece of cast iron ruined his other eye at age 27.

The second accident ruined his amateur baseball career -–he played for an Albia community team.  Thirty years after he lost his vision, Ceglar discovered a new outlet for his competitive nature – bowling.


He started in the sport in 1972 in a local blind bowling league at Starr Lanes in Evansville.  The local league’s membership once grew to 11 blind bowlers, but now Ceglar is one of the few still rolling along in the Friday Night Gutter Sweepers League at Cadillac lanes on Friday nights.


His game average once reached 98 – and he collected first and second place finishes in the Midwest Tournament in his younger days.  His career high is a 212 game, and he has twice recorded five consecutive strikes.  These days his average is a respectable 75.


“It’s a good sport that blind people should enjoy if they ever try it,” Ceglar said, “It’s difficult, but I think the difficult part to a blind person is those pins are 62 feet away, and you have to judge it,”


“But I knew what 60 feet was because of baseball and softball.”


Blind bowlers are guided by roughly 15 feet of guide rails that run along one side of the approach.  A right-handed bowler would have a guide rail positioned down the left side for example.


“That kind of helps us to walk straight,” Ceglar said, “I usually take four strides and the rest is guesswork."”
However there isn’t any room for speculation about Ceglar’s immediate future.  He believes he’s still going strong and has no plans to quit the sport.  


“If I quit it will be because of my legs.” He said, “If you can walk a straight line, you can bowl.  I still climb up on my roof and clean my gutters out.  I still have two pretty good arms.  But I don’t feel any different than I did four or five years ago as far as bowling.”

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE BLIND

Submitted by Donna Seliger

The English language with its wealth of idiomatic expressions makes the following deductions concerning the characteristics of the blind and their daily activities possible:  

They may be excused for being forgetful because out of sight is out of mind.  They are very happy; what the eye does not see the heart does not grieve.  They are also very affectionate because love is blind.  They often ignore things by turning a blind eye to them.  They may be ignorant because they are in the dark about things, but do not underestimate them; they've got it all taped.  They are very friendly people and like to keep in touch.  They also tend to have a real feeling for the world around them, though they may not always be able to see eye to eye with certain situations.  

They may also sometimes lose sight of certain facts, but do not underestimate their vision.  Despite being blind they can still look forward to something.  (And see you next week.)  You may not always be able to make them see what you mean, but they still are able to have their own view.  They are not blind to their own faults, nor to the faults of others.  You can try putting the wool over their eyes, but you may find that very difficult.  They are so good at what they do that they can do it with their eyes closed, but if they try to burn the candle at both ends, they may burn their fingers.  

Their medium of writing is easily spotted, is not pointless.  In fact, there is very much point in using Braille and it is outstanding.  

Blind people enjoy a social life. However, one must bear in mind that if you take someone on a date, it will always be a blind date.  If they have too much alcohol they may get blind drunk.  Be warned: their rage and fear will always be blind rage and blind fear.  

When walking down the street at a fast pace with a white object being tapped about, they could be called hurricanes.  An uneven pavement can be a real stumbling block.  Blind alleys will not be too much of a problem.  They never walk with blinders on, but they walk by faith and not by sight.  

If you were to come across blind people from Venice they would probably be called Venetian blinds. They are not allowed to drive, but it might be possible, provided they stick to blind rises and go around blind corners.  Blind spots would not present a problem for them and at night they will not be blinded by the lights of other vehicles. 

These are blind facts, but I hope that no one finds the subject too touching.  And do not be so blind as those that will not see.  Perhaps all this has been an eye opener to someone.  May we all not lose sight of the fact that we are living in the age of so-called enlightenment where visionary leadership is very important and where care must be taken not to be blinded by things that are unimportant.  Hopefully all this has provided some light relief. 

AND FINALLY…

Helpful Hint: Keep your cut flowers longer!
Want to keep your cut flowers for a longer period of time? Especially those beautiful roses? Take 2 tablespoons of white vinegar and 2 tablespoons of sugar and mix in a quart of water. Use this water in your flower vase. It should extend the life of your flowers for a few days longer! And, before you place the flowers in the vase, be sure to cut each stem at the bottom at an angle 

Consider This: Why in a country of free speech, are there phone bills? (Steven Wright)

