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 NOTICE TO READERS

If you or a friend would like to remember the Iowa Council of the United Blind in your will, you may do so by using the following language: “I grant, devise, or bequeath unto the Iowa Council of the United Blind, a non-profit charitable organization, the sum of ______ dollars, ____ percent of my net estate, or the following stocks and bonds (please list them) to be used for its worthy purposes on behalf of blind persons.”  If your wishes are more complex, you may have your attorney call (515) 279-2817, or write Iowa Council of the United Blind, 2012 - 40th Place, Des Moines, Iowa 50310.

Anyone who cannot read this print bulletin or finds it difficult to have it read may receive a cassette copy at no charge.  Cassette readers are invited to return this Bulletin for re-use.  Please help us keep you better informed.

DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTING MATERIAL

FOR THE NEXT ISSUE

 **** July 1, 2002 ****

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

By Donna Seliger

In a few short weeks ICUB members and friends will gather at the Fort Des Moines Hotel in Des Moines to hold our 15th annual convention. The dates are May 3, 4 and 5. In the event you plan to attend and haven’t registered with the hotel, please do so immediately. The cut-off date for reservations is April 12, so hurry. Room rates are $59 for singles and doubles plus applicable tax per night. Convention registration, $5.00; luncheon, $10.00 and banquet, $20.00 should be sent to Michael Barber, 1437 Guthrie Avenue, Des Moines, IA 50316.

You may pick up your convention packets between 5:00pm and 6:30pm on Friday or between 8:00am and 9:00am on Saturday. Festivities will begin on Friday evening at 7:00 with a sing-along. The opening convention session will follow at 8:00pm. As always, hospitality will be a highlight of the convention. Hospitality on Friday will commence at 9:00pm and on Saturday following the banquet.

Saturday’s schedule is filled with interesting guest speakers as well as our annual luncheon and banquet.

Chris Gray, the newly elected president of the American Council of the Blind, will be our special guest this year. He will speak at the banquet and again on Sunday morning.

There has been some talk of amending the ICUB constitution to withdraw the term limits now imposed on the president and vice presidents. If you are planning to attend the convention, you might consider how you would vote on this issue.

All of the officers are up for election and four directors, so our election process this year will be an important part of the convention.

I would like to thank those members in advance who are working hard to make this a great convention. Since we had a “mini” convention last year, I hope to see a large crowd.

In closing, I would like to express my gratitude to the officers and directors of ICUB I have had the pleasure of working with over the past six years. It has certainly been a learning experience and thanks for the memories.

More Good News About Descriptive Video

by Pat Price

What started out as a quiet Friday just became very exciting. We have received word that the court has denied the request of the Motion Picture Association et al, to grant a stay and prevent implementation of the FCC's rule on video description. This action follows a similar refusal by the FCC itself earlier this week.

This means that audio described programming will begin on network television as scheduled, with the quarter which begins on April 1, 2002!! Get ready for TV history and a really cool week in front of your TV sets.

We at the ACB want to express our appreciation to all the blindness organizations who have worked tirelessly for more than fifteen years to achieve this breakthrough in accessibility! We all have reason to celebrate, to pat one another on the back for a job well done, and to express our collective appreciation to the Federal Communications Commission and the court for recognizing that we who are blind and visually impaired have just as much right to enjoy the programming on television as everyone else in America. How cool that we are about to
see and hear history in the making!

National Office, American Council of the Blind 

FOX Introduces Descriptive Narration on Five Series

by Pat Price

BOSTON, MA March 28, 2002.  Beginning April 1, 2002, the FOX Broadcasting Company will premiere video description on five of its most popular series- THE BERNIE MAC SHOW, BOSTON PUBLIC, MAGIC SCHOOL BUS, MALCOLM IN THE MIDDLE and THE SIMPSONS. Video description, developed in 1990 by WGBH, Boston's public broadcaster, makes television more accessible to the nation's 12 million viewers who are blind or visually impaired.

The Media Access Group at WGBH is providing description services for each of these FOX series. Funding for the description is provided by FOX Broadcasting Company and the US Department of Education.

THE BERNIE MAC SHOW - Airing Wednesday nights 900-930 PM ET/PT on FOX, this daring, new half-hour comedy, the recipient of a 2001 Peabody Award for broadcast excellence, is inspired by the real-life of stand-up comedian Bernie Mac- a family man with unique views on parenting.

BOSTON PUBLIC - Airing Monday nights 800-900 PM ET/PT on FOX, this thought-provoking, hour-long drama from creator/writer/ producer David E. Kelley (ALLY MCBEAL, THE PRACTICE) goes inside Winslow High, an urban high school outside of Boston where Principal Steven Harper spends his days putting out fires, defending his faculty and keeping things going. 

MAGIC SCHOOL BUS - In this animated, kids science series, Ms. Frizzle and her students ride the magic, transformable school bus to experience how things work from the inside out. Each trip provides young viewers with fascinating, behind-the-scenes adventures in the name of science. Check local FOX listings for broadcast schedule.

MALCOLM IN THE MIDDLE - Airing Sunday nights 830-900 PM ET/PT, this popular and inventive comedy, which won the 2000 Peabody Award, tells the story of a middle-class family with four squabbling brothers, as seen through the eyes of Malcolm- a "normal" kid with a genius IQ.

THE SIMPSONS - Now in its 13th hit season, this animated sitcom, created by Matt Groening follows the colorful everyday lives of the Simpson family- Homer, Marge, Bart, Lisa and baby Maggie- and other residents of Springfield. Airs Sunday nights 800-830 PM ET/PT.

Descriptive Video Service® (DVS®) provides descriptive narration of key visual elements- making television programs, feature films, home videos and other visual media accessible to people who are blind or visually impaired.

Key visual elements are those that viewers who are visually impaired would ordinarily miss, such as actions, costumes, gestures, facial expressions, scene changes and on-screen text. Inserted within the natural pauses in dialogue, audio descriptions of important visual details help to engage these viewers with the story.

Viewers can access description on their stereo-equipped televisions or VCRs through the Second Audio Program or SAP channel. Stand-alone SAP receivers also are available (these can be used with or without a television; a list of vendors can be found at dvs.wgbh.org). Most TVs and VCRs purchased since 1992 are equipped with the SAP feature. To hear the narrated visual descriptions through a stereo TV or VCR, simply activate its SAP feature.

In addition to these FOX series, the Media Access Group at WGBH provides video description on a wide variety of programs broadcast on PBS, as well as on selected programs on CBS and Nickelodeon, and numerous films on the Turner Classic Movies cable network. First-run feature films (A BEAUTIFUL MIND, E.T. THE EXTRA-TERRESTRIAL, PANIC ROOM, SPIDER-MAN) are made accessible via closed captioning and description technologies WGBH developed for theaters, and which are now installed across the U.S. and Canada. For a complete list of described programs and films, visit access.wgbh.org or call the toll-free DVS information line at 800-333-1203.

The Media Access Group at WGBH is a non-profit service with offices in Boston, Los Angeles, and New York. The Group includes Descriptive Video Service ® (DVS®), which has made television, film and video more enjoyable to audiences who are blind or visually impaired since 1990, and The Caption Center- the world's first captioning agency- which has made audiovisual media accessible to audiences who are deaf or hard-of-hearing since 1972. 

The third branch of the Media Access Group, the CPB/WGBH National Center for Accessible Media, is a research, development and advocacy entity that works to make existing and emerging technologies accessible to all audiences. Members of the Group's collective staff represent the leading resources and experts in their fields. For more information about access services, visit the Media Access Group Web site access.wgbh.org or call 617-300-3600 (voice and TTY).

Contact Mary Watkins/Media Access Group at WGBH 617 300-3700 or mary_watkins@wgbh.org http//access.wgbh.org 

150th IBSSS Reunion

by Michael Barber

This year is the 150th birthday of the Iowa Braille and Sight Saving School at Vinton. Many of you attended the school for part or all of your K-12 education. 

There is a reunion planned for August 9-11 at the school. You should be receiving packets of information regarding this reunion in the next month or two. 

Michael Barber is interested in chartering a bus from Des Moines if there is enough interest. If you are at all interested in doing this, it is important that you contact him and let him know so arrangements may be made. You do not have to be from Des Moines or the surrounding area to participate. 

You may contact him in one of three ways. 
Phone: (515) 263-1441 and leave a message 
Address:   Michael D. Barber, 1437 Guthrie Avenue, Des Moines, IA 50316-1611,  E-mail: barbermichaeldus@msn.com 

Please give your contact information so he can contact you regarding arrangements. To make this viable, we need to have at least 40 people. There will be a fee for the charter, but this is yet to be determined. 

EQUIPMENT REQUIRED FOR DVS

by Pat Price

Now that we are going to be able to enjoy descriptive video of our favorite TV programs, the question has arisen as to just what equipment is needed to access the S.A.P. channel.  Hopefully the following information will be helpful.

For those with partial vision, I am also sending along some tips that might make the experience more pleasurable.

1. Equipment needed to receive DVS on TV

Now that the FCC has upheld its earlier decision to mandate inclusion of descriptive video on TV, here is the equipment you will need to receive DVS (SAP).

To receive DVS on television in your home, a viewer need have only one of the following:

1. A stereo TV with a Second Audio Program (S.A.P.) feature, 2. A VCR with S.A.P., or 3. A S.A.P. receiver that can be used with or without a TV.

To find out whether or not your TV or VCR has S.A.P. capability, consult your owner’s manual. Most TVs or VCRs purchased within the past 5 years are S.A.P. equipped.

To hear the narrated visual descriptions via your stereo TV or VCR, simply activate its S.A.P. feature.

A S.A.P. receiver is a device that is able to tune in, similar to a radio, a S.A.P. channel. It can be used with or without a TV depending on whether or not you want to receive the video picture. These are available either pre-tuned or adjustable.

The following companies produce S.A.P. receivers:


Avocet Instruments, Inc. (pre-tuned) 800-443-0728

FM Atlas* (adjustable) 218-879-7676 



   *This device can also receive Radio Reading Services.

CONVENTION REGISTRATION REMINDER

by Michael Barber

If you have not already sent your check for the registration fee, luncheon and/or banquet, please do so as soon as possible.  The hotel indicates that we must have a number of attendees at the luncheon and banquet three days prior to the event.

To refresh your memory, the registration fee is $5.00; luncheon on Saturday noon is $10; and the evening banquet on Saturday is $20.  Please make all checks payable to either ICUB or Iowa Council of the United Blind.  If you pay for all three, the total is $35.

Mail all checks to:  Michael D. Barber, 1437 Guthrie Avenue, Des Moines, Iowa 50316-1611

MORE ON IBSSS REUNION

by Julie Piper

There will be an all-school reunion the weekend of August 10-12 at the Iowa Braille and Sight Saving School in Vinton.  All former students are invited.  If you have not yet received a mailing and are interested in getting one, please contact the reunion committee.

The reunion prices are as follows:

Package 1 - Two nights lodging on campus and five meals, including banquet: $50.

Package 2 - Five meals including banquet: $30

Package 3 - Banquet only: $10

Souvenir mugs and T-shirts are also available. Please contact the committee for further information.

Registration packets will be sent out around April 15.

For further information, please contact:  Julie Piper, 1301 C Avenue, Vinton, IA 52349, (319) 472-3132,  j.piper@www.mebbs.com

You may visit our website: www.rails1996.com/ibsssreunion.html

SUMMER READING CLUB 2002

by Carol Eckey

Now is the time to register for Summer Reading Club 2002!  Club dates will be June 1, 2002 through July 15, 2002! We encourage anyone who is currently an Iowa Department for the Blind library borrower to join the fun. This year’s theme, “Join the Winner’s Circle,” features such varied topics as sports, friendship, world cultures, and more. After reporting just an hour’s reading time you will receive a free ticket to Adventureland or Living History Farms. Weekly drawings will include prizes from such sponsors as McDonald’s, Woodlink, Coca-Cola, Cosi Cucina Restaurant, Lions’ Clubs, Earl May Nursery Centers, and more.

Once the Club is underway, several special contests will be held. Details will be announced this summer. These surprise events will both stimulate and challenge your imagination. Also, two grand price drawings will be held at the end of the summer, and the top three readers will receive engraved trophies for their achievements.

This summer’s club promises to be the best ever, so if you haven’t mailed your application form, do it today.  Happy Summer Reading!!!

SRC application forms are available from the Iowa Library for the Blind toll free 1-800-362-2587.

RADIO SERVICE READS NEWSPAPERS TO BLIND

Reprinted from Des Moines Register April 1, 2002

Written by Steven S. Woo, Register Business Writer

Iowa Radio Reading Information Service

Business: Nonprofit service reads newspapers during a special radio broadcast to the blind.

Address: 100 E. Euclid Avenue, Des Moines

Founded: 1989

Director: Sally Vander Linden

Employees: One full-time director with two part-time staff members and about 260 volunteers statewide.

The nonprofit Iowa Radio Reading Information Service provides blind Iowans with access to daily newspapers.

The free service supplies blind Iowans with radios that receive a special signal carrying programming provided by 200 volunteers who read daily newspapers aloud.

“Visually handicapped people deserve their news today like everyone else and shouldn’t have to wait for a relative or friend to come over and read the paper to them,” said Sally Vander Linden, director of the service.

A studio in the basement of Park Fair Mall in Des Moines is head-quarters for the service and where much of the reading is done.

A microwave signal from the studio is sent to public radio station WOI in Ames, which sends the signal to a satellite.  Stations affiliated with public radio in Fort Dodge, Iowa City, Cedar Falls, Sioux City, Mason City, and Dubuque receive the signal from the satellite and relay it to their listening areas.

The service covers most of the state except for the southeast and southwest.  There are plans to serve southeast Iowa through a public radio link in Ottumwa, but there are no plans for serving the southwest part of the state.

More than 5,000 listeners, many of them elderly, receive the service in their homes, at requirement centers, and in hospitals, Vander Linden said.

Before 1989, a similar reading service was sponsored by the Iowa Department for the Blind. That service ended when funding was cut, so volunteers who had helped provide the state-sponsored service established a nonprofit company to continue the service.

The service receives about $150,000 in private donations from corporations, foundations, and listeners each year. That money pays for broadcasting fees and the special radios, which cost about $75 each.

The Des Moines Register is read statewide from 9 a.m. to noon Mondays through Saturdays and is rebroadcast from 6 to 9 p.m. The Sunday broadcasts last an hour later in the morning and start an hour earlier in the afternoon.

Readers in each of the broadcast towns, except for Mason City and Dubuque, read local newspapers on air from 8 to 9 a.m. each day.

All news sections of the daily papers are read except for the comics.

Vander Linden cautions readers from being overly dramatic and tells them to stick to the words on the page.

“We don’t want actors, we want readers,” she said. “We don’t want anyone to editorialize.”

The service fills the rest of its 24-hour, seven-day-a-week schedule with programming from syndicated sources, including The Wall Street Journal and The New York Times.

Movies are featured on Saturday nights.  The broadcast is audio from mainstream films prepared for the visually impaired. The original dialogue and sound is augmented as needed with descriptions of scenes.

Volunteer Connie Ode of Des Moines started reading for the service after her mother in Sioux City became legally blind in the late 1980’s.

“The most satisfying thing is meeting the people who receive our broadcast,” Ode said. “We have a social once a year, and receiving their reaction to the service is really worthwhile.”

Terry Poldberg, a rehabilitation teacher for the Iowa Department for the Blind who is blind himself, helps deliver the service’s radios to listeners.  The broadcast gets the newspaper to those unable to get it otherwise, he said.

“I think it meets a lot of people’s needs,” Poldberg said. “There are a lot of older people who miss the paper and love to hear it.” 

Liz Little, 93, of Des Moines is a faithful listener who has tuned in every day for the past decade. She prefers the broadcasts compared to TV news and listens to the same readings twice a day.

“I manage to be up at 9 o’clock to listen to is, and then listen to it again in the evening,” she said.

The next step for the service is broadcasting via the Internet, a move that would allow a wider audience to listen, Vander Linden said.

She said the online service will be the first project of Rob Davis, who will replace her as director.  Davis is a veteran of Des Moines-area broadcast news, having worked for KRNT Raio, KCCI-TV, and WOI Radio.

DECEASED

Jeanne McMullen, Des Moines

Jeanine Elizabeth McMullen, 51, of the 3000 block of Southeast 19th Street died of cancer Sunday at Mercy Medical Center.  Services will be at 11 a.m. Wednesday at Dunn’s Funeral Home, with burial at Resthaven Cemetery.

Mrs. McMullen had lived in Des Moines all her life.  She was a retired cafeteria worker with the Iowa Commission for the Blind, and was a member of Salvation Army, Iowa Commission for the Blind, and Friendship Club for the Blind.

She is survived by her husband, Lee; and a brother, Norman Winter of Des Moines.

Friends may call after 4 p.m. today at the funeral home, where the family will be present from 4 to 6 p.m.

DES MOINES CHAPTER REPORT

by Michael Barber

With 2002 well underway, the Des Moines Chapter has enjoyed some interesting guests at its monthly meetings. 

At our February meeting, we were treated to an interesting talk given by Mr. Getu (pronounced gay too) Mulatu, who is a blind Ethiopian teacher. Getu is taking computer instruction, along with other classes, at the Iowa Department for the Blind with the goal of returning to Ethiopia and instructing blind persons in Ethiopia who are interested in learning to use computers. Getu is also here as a result of the widespread reputation of Project ASSIST with Windows and the Iowa Department for the Blind and hopes to take back what he has learned and use it in furthering the goals of their center in Ethiopia. 

The Des Moines Chapter had agreed earlier to help sponsor Getu monetarily during his approximately four-month stay in the United States. 

Getu indicated that there are several blind teachers in Ethiopia. Blind persons hold other jobs in Ethiopia, too, but the most prevalent job is that of a teacher. He also indicated that there are blind attorneys, but no blind judges. He said that there are efforts underway by the blindness community in Ethiopia toward changing the public attitudes about blindness. 

In March, Mary McGee, a blind Des Moines attorney, and a graduate of the Orientation Program of the Iowa Department for the Blind spoke about her experiences as a successful attorney. 

CEDAR RAPIDS CHAPTER REPORT

by Shirley Wiggins

Our chapter doesn’t meet in January or February.  Because of circumstances beyond our control, we were unable to meet in March.  However, we have the pavilion rented, and I can all ready smell the food; there will be the picnic the 24th of August.  We have the door prizes ready to come with me to the convention.  We’re trying to come up with something for the auction, HELP!

The Linn County Support Group gut busy making plans for the year 2002 at the January meeting.  In Feb. we exchanged Valentines and stories about our first dates.

March brought us Ms. Darleen Schmidt who spoke to us about help that can be had to cut prescription bills.  Her days are spent working at a free clinic along with six doctors and health givers who donate their time to families whose income is $10,000 a year or less.

Tomorrow our guest will be Judy Levan, Secretary for the Cedar Rapids office Department for the Blind.  She is instrumental in finding a place for us to host the South Eastern Iowa Support Groups Oct. 10th.  Now that we know where we will  be holding the activities, we are making plans and forming committees.  Most of all we are looking forward to hosting the day.

I’m looking forward to seeing all of you at the Fort Des Moines on May 3rd.  By the way. if anyone has names that should be on the Memorial list please call me or send them to me.  Shirley Wiggins, 411 3rd St. S.W., Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52494.  Phone 319-362-7138.  Thank you.

Dubuque Association Summary

by Robert Nesler

There is not much to report this time, since there were no meetings during the months of January and February.  For March, Shirley Conrad gave a very nice report about her trip to Washington, D.C. to promote legislation for the blind.  She thought that there were about 300 representatives from ACB from across the country making a push for our cause.  The rest of the meeting consisted of our various activities for this year, including our banquet for the fall.  We are very happy that our member Virg Hosch is back with us after making a full recovery following a fall down the stairs a few months ago.  We are looking forward to better weather and our plans to have our Chapter involved in many more recreational activities this year.

NORTH CENTRAL CHAPTER ICUB

by Thelma Hoover

We have just been through what you could call a dry season.  We haven’t had a lot of snow, but we sure have had a lot of windy wind.

No meeting was held in the month of January, mainly due to the terrific winds that prevailed; and as of this writing they have not stopped: however, February and March our attendance was about average.

Most of the business of the group was news concerning our members who "flew-the-coup for the winter, and those who are "under-the-weather. We do our best to keep in touch with all absentees, letting them know they are missed and thought of.

March came in like a lion, but the gathering of the clan was not mindful of it, for our attendance was as good as always.

Many members had sold raffle ticket and shared their little experiences with the entire group.

We are very much looking forward to spring.  This will bring some of our members back home from their wintering in the south. We are so looking forward to their returning home.

Many ideas concerning the growth of our group are being exchanged. 

We know that there-are many eye-impaired people who perhaps do not know of this group, and we are going to try to get the word around and perhaps make ourselves more known to the public in general.  We feel we can help them and they, in turn, can help us.  It's always nice to meet new people who are looking forward to meeting new people,

Not much to write about this time. However we trust you had a good winter and are looking forward to a fantastic spring.

News From Waterloo 

by Gloria O'Neal

Four members of the Blind Bowling League went to Madison, Wisconsin for a bowling tournament. Although they did not win a trophy, fun was had by all. 

Gloria O'Neal of Waterloo, Shirley Conrad of Dubuque, Norma Boge, Richard Natale, Donna and Robert Seliger of Des Moines went to Washington, DC to join other members of ACB to speak to legislators regarding issues of concern to the blindness community. Hopefully, our efforts to communicate will result in a positive way. 

Member Helen Cunningham is currently in Allen Memorial Hospital. We wish Helen a speedy recovery. Member Judy O'Brien is currently recovering from surgery. 

We hope that everyone had a great Easter, and hope that next month's news will find all in good health. We continue to keep you in our prayers and hope that you keep us in yours.

FOR YOUR FUNNY BONE

As a new bride, Aunt Edna moved into the small home on her husband’s ranch.  She put a shoe box on a shelf in her closet and asked her husband never to touch it.  For fifty years Uncle Jack left the box alone, until Aunt Eedna was old and dying.

One day when he was putting their affairs in order, he found the box again and thought it might hold something important.  Opening it, he found two doilies and $82,500 in cash.  He took the box to her and asked about the contents.

“My mother gave me that box the day we married,” she explained.  “She told me to make a doily to help ease my frustrations every time I got mad at you.”

Uncle Jack was very touched that in 50 years she’d only been mad at him twice.

“What’s the $82,500 for?” he asked.

“Oh, that’s the money I made selling the doilies.”


************************

The long term implications of drugs/procedures must be fully considered-Because over the past few years, more money has been spent on breast implants and Viagra , than is spent on Alzheimer's Disease research.  It is believed that by the year 2030 there will be a large number of people wandering around with huge breasts and erections who can't remember what to do with them.


************************

A police officer stopped a motorist who was speeding down Main Street.

"But officer," the man began, "I can explain."

"Just be quiet” snapped the officer. "I'm going to let you cool your heels in jail until the chief gets back.”

'But, officer, I just wanted to say."

"And I said to keep quiet! You're going to jail!"  A few hours later the officer looked in on his prisoner and said, ''Lucky for you that the chief's at his daughter's wedding... He'll be in a good mood when he gets back "

"Don't count on it," answered the fellow in the cell. "I'm the groom."


