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 NOTICE TO READERS

If you or a friend would like to remember the Iowa Council of the United Blind in your will, you may do so by using the following language: “I grant, devise, or bequeath unto the Iowa Council of the United Blind, a non-profit charitable organization, the sum of ______ dollars, ____ percent of my net estate, or the following stocks and bonds (please list them) to be used for its worthy purposes on behalf of blind persons.”  If your wishes are more complex, you may have your attorney call (515) 279-2817, or write Iowa Council of the United Blind, 2012 - 40th Place, Des Moines, Iowa 50310.

Anyone who cannot read this print bulletin or finds it difficult to have it read may receive a cassette copy at no charge.  Cassette readers are invited to return this Bulletin for re-use.  Please help us keep you better informed.

DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTING MATERIAL

FOR THE NEXT ISSUE

 ****January 1, 2002 ****

NOTICE

Michael D. Barber, Treasurer

You may now receive your personal issue of the ICUB Bulletin electronically. That's right! Your issue of the ICUB Bulletin can be e-mailed to you personally. To start receiving your copy of the Bulletin electronically, send a message to the following e-mail address: m1437b@home.com. In the subject line, type the words ICUB Bulletin. Leave the body blank. Your name will then be added to the list of those receiving the Bulletin. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

By Donna Seliger

Hello ICUB members and friends. By now we have all had time to think about, grieve, and try to go forward following the tragic events of September 11. Following President Bush’s wishes, ICUB officers and board members met on September 15 for a fall board meeting.

One of the topics during the meeting was the 2002 ICUB annual convention. We discussed a couple of different hotels in the downtown area of Des Moines as possibilities. At the time, the board voted to hold the convention at the Savery Hotel; however, when Mike Barber and Dick Natale visited with the Sales Manager, they were told it would not be possible for the hotel to provide space for our annual banquet. Although disappointed, Mike and Dick continued to investigate possibilities.  At this writing, we don’t have anything definite, but we will let everyone know as soon as a contract has been issued. Detailed information pertaining to the upcoming convention will appear in the Winter Bulletin. In the meantime, I encourage anyone wishing to be on a convention committee to contact me.

The American Council of the Blind will hold a legislative seminar in early March 2002 in Washington, DC. The board voted to send two representatives from ICUB to this event. In the past, the Des Moines Chapter has also sponsored an equal number of persons to attend the seminar and visit to Capitol Hill.

The ACB membership voted to raise its dues from $3 to $5 starting in 2003. A committee has been formed to examine the ICUB constitution to make certain we comply with this policy, as well as make suggestions for other changes that might be necessary. Our constitution has not been updated recently, and it seemed to be a good time to do so.

For the past year or so, you have heard a good deal about the 2001 ACB convention. I want to mention it just one more time to thank everyone for attending and volunteering. I mentioned this in the Summer issue; however, if you didn’t read my article then, thanks to all.

ICUB BENEFIT RAFFLE

by John Taylor

Between now and December 14, 2001, ICUB and its friends will be selling $1 raffle tickets for a fine array of prizes. Just in time for Christmas, winners will receive either a $500 U.S. Savings Bond, a $200 gift certificate good at any HyVee, a $200 gift certificate good at any Super Valu affiliated store, $100 at any Wal-Mart store, a Sunday River Quilt and embroidered lace full sheet set from Younkers, $75 from Target, $50 from Casey’s, $50 from Lowe’s Home Improvement Warehouse, $50 from the Iowa Pork Producers, and $20 from Walgreen’s. This year, our prizes total value is approximately $1,300.

By selling raffle tickets, chapters and other groups may earn funds for their own activities. Fifty cents on each ticket sold will be refunded to the group selling it. After the tickets have been sold and all prizes awarded, the Des Moines Chapter will donate all proceeds, after expenses, to our state organization to help pay some of its expenses. Raffle expenses will include cost of the license, sales tax or all tickets sold, and some charges for prize acquisitions. After raffle expenses including rebates to selling groups, all remaining proceeds will go to the Iowa Council of the United Blind. When we sell raffle tickets, we help our state organization, we help a friend win one or more valuable prizes, and we help our local group, except for the Des Moines Chapter, which will not benefit. ICUB friends and members-at-large are invited to help sell. Anyone can sell raffle tickets. Let’s get going. The drawing for prizes will be held in Des Moines on December 17. All ticket stubs and dollars should be in no later than December 14th.

For raffle tickets, please contact John Taylor at 2012 - 40th Place, Des Moines, IA 50310, Phone: 515-279-2817.

Ticket stubs containing the seller’s name, the buyer’s name, address, and phone number along with the dollars should be sent to John Taylor.

This year’s raffle offers a myriad of superb prizes. Let’s help our organizations and our friends who purchase tickets. Again, anyone can sell raffle tickets. Just ask anybody, your friends, neighbors, businesses. Don’t be bashful. We express our deepest appreciation to the businesses which support our raffle with very desirable prizes.

A TRIBUTE TO THE UNITED STATES

This, from a Canadian newspaper, is worth sharing.

“America: The Good Neighbor.

Widespread but only partial news coverage was given recently to a remarkable editorial broadcast from Toronto by Gordon Sinclair, a Canadian television commentator. What follows is the full text of his trenchant remarks as printed in the Congressional Record.

“This Canadian thinks it is time to speak up for the Americans as most generous and possibly the least appreciated people on all the earth.

German, Japan and, to a lesser extent, Britain and Italy were lifted out of the debris of war by the Americans who poured in billions of dollars and forgave other billions in debts.  None of these countries is today paying even the interest on its remaining debts to the United States.

When France was in danger of collapsing in 1956, it was the Americans who propped it up, and their reward was to be insulted and swindled on the streets of Paris. I was there, I saw it.

When earthquakes hit distant cities, it is the United States that hurries in to help. This spring, 59 American communities were flattened by tornadoes. Nobody helped.

The Marshall Plan and the Truman Policy pumped billions of dollars into discouraged countries. Now newspapers in those countries are writing about the decadent, warmongering Americans.

I’d like to see just one of those countries that is gloating over the erosion of the United States dollar build its own airplane. Does any other country in the world have a plane to equal the Boeing Jumbo Jet, the Lockheed Tri-Star, or the Douglas DC10? If so, why don’t they fly them? Why do all the International lines except Russia fly American Planes?

Why does no other land on earth even consider putting a man or woman on the moon? You talk about Japanese technocracy, and you get radios. You talk about German technocracy, and you get automobiles.

You talk about American technocracy, and you find men on the moon - not once, but several times - and safely home again.

You talk about scandals, and the Americans put theirs right in the store window for everybody to look at. Even their draft-dodgers are not pursued and hounded. They are here on our streets, and most of them, unless they are breaking Canadian laws, are getting American dollars from ma and pa at home to spend here.

When the railways of France, Germany, and India were breaking down through age, it was the Americans who rebuilt them. When the Pennsylvania Railroad and the New York Central went broke, nobody loaned them an old caboose. Both are still broke.

I can name you 5000 times when the Americans raced to the help of other people in trouble. Can you name me even one time when someone else raced to the Americans in trouble? I don’t think there was outside help even during the San Francisco earthquake.

Our neighbors have faced it alone, and I’m one Canadian who is damned tired of hearing them get kicked around. They will come out of this thing with their flag high. And when they do, they are entitled to thumb their nose at the lands that are gloating over their present troubles. I hope Canada is not one of those.”

Stand proud, America!

This is one of the best editorials that I have ever read regarding the United States. It is nice that one man realizes it. I only wish that the rest of the world would realize it. We are always blamed for everything and never even get a thank you for the things we do.

CREIG SLAYTON COMMENDATION

August 8, 2001

Mr. Craig Slayton, Director

Iowa Department for the Blind

524 - 4th Street

Des Moines, IA 50309-2364

Dear Craig:

We are submitting this letter to commend your years of exemplary service to the Blind of Iowa, and the entire citizenry of the state. Over a period of 36 years you have served us all very well. For the past 15 years, your service as Director of the Department for the Blind has been marked by creative, energetic performance of your duties. The Department’s Rehabilitation Services have been strengthened and humanized with increased benefits to consumers; the building facilities have been modernized and made safer, while the Orientation Center training has been made more relevant to current needs. Your leadership in developing the roadside vending facilities has made a very significant contribution to enhance employment opportunities, and the growth of the services to older blind Iowans program has enriched the lives of thousands and given new hope to senior blind Iowans. You have been a leader in the provision of specialized technological services to staff and consumers alike, and Commission programs, including the Library for the Blind, have benefited appreciatively.

Externally, you have developed new cooperative relationships with the Legislature and other departments of state government, including the Orientation to Work Program in conjunction with the Iowa Braille and Sightsaving School and private sector employers.

During the National Convention of the American Council of the Blind, in Des Moines last month, you and the Department staff assisted greatly in welcoming delegates from across the country to our city and the Department. You have helped us to feel proud to be Iowans. Finally, although many other accomplishments involving you deserve favorable comment, space does not lend itself to cataloging all of them. Your leadership has been characterized by cooperation and civility. We deeply appreciate and thank you for all that you have done and all that you have meant to blind Iowans. Yours will be a major loss to Iowa’s programs, but we wish you well.

Very Cordially Yours,

Michael Barber, President

Des Moines Chapter ICUB

cc: Governor Vilsack

      Commission for the Blind Members

NEW DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR ANNOUNCED

The Iowa Commission for the Blind, at the conclusion of its August 17 meeting, announced a unanimous decision to appoint Allen C. Harris of Albany, New York, as the new Director of the Iowa Department for the Blind.

Mr. Harris, 55, most recently has been employed as a Bureau Chief for Field Operations and Implementation for the New York State Commission for the Blind and Visually Handicapped. In this position he was responsible for all policies dealing with blind consumers, managed a 100+ staff, and administered a vocational Rehabilitation budget of 20 million dollars. Prior work experience includes numerous years of teaching government and sociology and coaching varsity wrestling at Dearborn, Michigan, public high schools.

Mr. Harris graduated from the Michigan School for the Blind, and Wayne State University in Detroit with degrees in History and Secondary Social Studies and Curriculum Development.

Mr. Harris and his wife, Joy Harris, have been active in the organized blind movement since the late ‘60s. Mr. Harris has been a national board member and officer since 1981. Mr. Harris was a Governor-appointee to the five-member Michigan Commission for the Blind from 1983-1991. He also has extensive legislative work in establishment and passage of the Michigan Commission for the Blind, Voter rights Legislation, and Highway Vending Act bills in Michigan, and Braille bills in Michigan and New York. Mr. Harris will replace current Director R. Craig Slayton of Des Moines, who is retiring August 31 after 36 years of leadership.

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE WHITE CANE

by Philip Strong

The white cane is not just a tool that can be used to achieve independence; it is also a symbol of the blind citizens in our society.   To honor the many achievements of blind and visually impaired Americans and to recognize the white cane's significance in advancing independence, we observe October 15 of each year as "White Cane Safety Day." Today, the white cane works both, as a tool for the blind as well as a symbol, but this has not always been the case. Throughout history, the cane, staff, and stick have existed as traveling aids for the blind and visually impaired. Dating back to biblical times records show that a shepherd's staff was used as a tool for solitary travel. The blind used such tools to alert them to obstacles in their path.  For centuries, the "cane" was used merely as a tool for travel and it was not until the twentieth century that the cane, as we know it today, was promoted for use by the blind as a symbol to alert others to the fact that an individual was blind.  This new role for the white cane had its origins in the decades between the two World Wars, beginning in Europe and then spreading to North America. James Biggs of Bristol claimed to have invented the white cane in 1921. After an accident claimed his sight, the artist had to readjust to his environment.  Feeling threatened by increased motor vehicle traffic around his home, Biggs decided to paint his walking stick white to make himself more visible to motorists.  It was not however until ten years later the white cane established its presence in society. In February 1931, Guilly d'Herbemont launched a scheme for a national white stick movement for blind people in France. The campaign was reported in British newspapers leading to a similar scheme being sponsored by rotary clubs throughout the United Kingdom. In May 1931 the BBC suggested in its radio broadcasts that blind individuals might be provided with a white stick, which would become universally recognized as a symbol indicating that somebody was blind or visually impaired. In North America the introduction of the white cane has been attributed to the Lion's Clubs International. In 1930, a Lion's Club member watched as blind man attempted to make his way across a busy street using a black cane. With the realization that the black cane was barely visible to motorists, the Lion's Club decided to paint the cane white to increase its visibility to oncoming motorists.  In 1931, the Lion's Club International began a national program promoting the use of white canes for persons who are blind Throughout the 1920s and 1930s, blind persons had walked with their canes held diagonally in a fixed position, and the role of the white cane took on a symbolic role as an identifier. But when the blind veterans of World War II returned to America, the form and the use of the white cane was further altered in an attempt to help return veterans to participatory lifestyles at home.  Doctor Richard Hoover developed the "long cane" or "Hoover" method of cane travel. These white canes are designed to be used as mobility devices and returned the cane to its original role as a tool for mobility, but maintained the symbolic role as an identifier of blind independence.  During this period, the white cane began to make its way into government policy as a symbol for the blind.  The first special White Cane Ordinance was passed in December 1930 in Peoria, Illinois. It  granted blind pedestrians protections and the right-of-way while carrying a white cane. In 1935, Michigan began promoting the white cane as a visible symbol for the blind. On February 25, 1936, ordinance was passed for the City of Detroit recognizing the white cane. To promote the new ordinance, a demonstration was held at City Hall where the blind and visually impaired were presented with white canes. The following year, Donald Schuur wrote the provision of a bill and had it proposed in the State Legislature. The proposal gave the carrier of the White Cane protection while traveling on the streets of Michigan. Governor Frank Murphy signed the bill into law in March 1937. During the early 1960's, several state organizations and rehabilitation agencies serving the blind and visually impaired citizens of the United States urged Congress to proclaim October 15 of each year to be White Cane Safety Day in all fifty states. This event marked a climatic moment in the long campaign of the organized blind movement to gain state as well as national recognition for the white cane. On October 6, 1964, joint resolution of the Congress, HR 753, was signed into law authorizing the President of the United States to proclaim October 15 of each year as "White Cane Safety Day". The resolution read "Resolved by the Senate and HR. that the President is hereby authorized to issue annually a proclamation designating October 15 as White Cane Safety Day and calling upon the people of the United States to observe such a day with appropriate ceremonies and activities." Within hours of passage of the congressional resolution, President Lyndon B. Johnson went down in history as the first to proclaim October 15, as White Cane Safety Day. The Presidential proclamation emphasized the significance of the use of the white cane as both a tool and as a visible symbol. In the first White Cane Proclamation President Johnson commended blind people for the growing spirit of independence and the increased determination to be self-reliant and dignified. He said in part: "A white cane in our society has become one of the symbols of a blind person's ability to come and go on his own. Its use has promoted courtesy and opportunity for mobility of the blind on our streets and highways." During most years since 1964, the President has proclaimed October 15 as White Cane Safety Day. On October 15, 2000, President Bill Clinton again reminded us of the history of the white cane as a tool, and its purpose as a symbol of blindness:" With proper training, people using the white cane can enjoy greater mobility and safety by determining the location of curbs, steps, uneven pavement, and other physical obstacles in their path. The white cane has given them the freedom to travel independently to their schools and workplaces and to participate more fully in the life of their communities, it reminds us that the only barriers against people with disabilities are discriminatory attitudes and practices that our society has too often placed in their way. As we observe White Cane Safety Day, 2001, let us recall the history of the white cane, its emergence as a tool and a symbol through history; a staff of independence. Let us also recall the events that have permitted us to celebrate October 15 as White Cane Safety Day. 

PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS,
MONDAY, OCTOBER 15TH IS DESIGNATED BY STATE LAW AS WHITE CANE SAFETY DAY IN IOWA; AND,

WHEREAS, THE CODE OF IOWA PROVIDES THAT EVERY BLIND CITIZEN HAS THE RIGHT TO CARRY THE WHITE CANE OR USE A GUIDE DOG, WHICH DEMONSTRATES AND SYMBOLIZES THE ABILITY TO ACHIEVE A FULL AND INDEPENDENT LIFE AND THE CAPACITY TO WORK PRODUCTIVELY IN COMPETITIVE EMPLOYMENT; AND, 

WHEREAS, IOWA LAW ALSO PROVIDES THAT EVERY MOTOR VEHICLE OPERATOR WHO ENCOUNTERS A BLIND PEDESTRIAN IS REQUIRED TO TAKE APPROPRIATE CAUTIONARY ACTION TO AVOID ACCIDENT OR INJURY; AND,

WHEREAS, BOTH STATE AND FEDERAL LAW PROHIBIT DISCRIMINATION BASED ON BLINDNESS AND SUPPORTS EQUAL OPPORTUNITY AND AFFIRMATIVE ACTION PROGRAMS TO ENCOURAGE EMPLOYMENT OF BLIND PERSONS IN THE COMPETITIVE LABOR FORCE, AND GREATER ACCESS TO BUILDINGS IN BOTH PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SECTORS THROUGH RAISED LETTER MARKINGS IN ELEVATORS, PUBLIC RESTROOMS AND HOTEL DOORS; AND, 

WHEREAS, 
THE FEDERAL “AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT” HAS BEEN IN FORCE FOR ELEVEN YEARS TO ENABLE AND STRENGTHEN EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY FOR BLIND AND OTHER PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, PRESTON A. DANIELS, MAYOR OF THE CITY OF DES MOINES, DO HEREBY PROCLAIM MONDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2001, AS:

WHITE CANE SAFETY DA Y



IN DES MOINES AND CALL UPON OUR CITIZENS TO RECOGNIZE THE INDIVIDUAL WORTH AND PRODUCTIVE TALENTS OF OUR BLIND NEIGHBORS AND OBSERVE THE LAW APPLICABLE TO THEIR USE OF OUR STREETS, SIDEWALKS, HIGHWAYS AND PUBLIC FACILITIES.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I HAVE HEREUNTO SET MY HAND AND CAUSED THE SEAL OF THE CITY OF DES MOINES TO BE AFFIXED THIS 24th DAY OF SEPTEMBER, TWO THOUSAND ONE.



PRESTON A. DANIELS, MAYOR, 
CITY OF DES MOINES

THREE SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED

To: Amy Severtsgaard, Marsha Delagardelle, Kristin Mills and other 2001 Scholarship Applicants:

Dear Applicant:

This letter will confirm our telephone conversations with Amy Severtsgaard, Marsha Delagardelle and Kristin Mills, which provided verbal notification that they are winners in our 2001 scholarship program. Shortly after August 15, Amy will receive a $1,500 check,  Marsha a $1,000 check, and Kristin a $500 check. Amy Severtsgaard from Vinton, Iowa, will be a Graduate student at the University of Northern Iowa, while Marsha Delagardelle from Jesup, Iowa will be a Freshman at Cottey College in Nevada, Missouri, and Kristin Mills of Des Moines will be a Freshman at Simpson College in Indianola, Iowa. Our Committee extends its heartiest congratulations and commendations to Amy, Marsha and Kristin for their accomplishments. We recognize that being a successful student requires strong family support and our Committee is pleased to have the opportunity to play a role.

The Committee expresses here its appreciation to the members of the Des Moines Chapter for their support of this program and its contributions to help young blind students achieve their life goals. In addition, the Committee extends its congratulations to the other applicants for their signal accomplishments and all are invited to apply again next year if they continue their education.

The Des Moines Chapter ICUB Scholarship Program is one of the Chapter’s efforts to stimulate and encourage young blind students to aim high and work hard to build a sound educational basis for a future life of success and self-sufficiency.




Very Cordially Yours,


John Taylor




Scholarship Committee Chair

CONVENTION REBATES ANNOUNCED

by Dick Natale

The Des Moines Chapter of ICUB is planning some rebates to apply against 2002 State and National Conventions.  To be eligible, dues must be paid by March 1, 2002. This applies to all ICUB members in the State of Iowa. Further details will be available in the near future.

FASTER THAN SPEED OF SIGHT

By Bob Modersohn, Register Staff Writer

Reprinted from Des Moines Register of October 6, 2001

Don Owens stood out from the pack in his first marathon last  Sunday. He was attached by a bungee cord to his running partner, Helene Neville. 

Owens is blind. He even wore a bib over his T-shirt that proclaimed, "Blind Dude." The lowan was the first blind competitor in the 11-year history of the Fox Cities Marathon in Appleton, Wis. By completing the race in less than five hours, he also qualified for the Boston Marathon. Although Owens could not see the finish line, he certainty could hear the roar. It was so loud that only two feet away, he could not hear Neville's instructions to make the final turn and sprint to the end. She had to tug on the bungee cord to direct him.

"He yelled like Rocky and smiled," Neville said. "It moved me to tears." Owens, 43, a Chariton native, has retinus pigmentosa. He began losing his sight at 18 and had to give up his driver's license and job at 28. He and Neville, 41, clocked a time of four hours and 16 minutes, finishing 270th among 418 male runners. Owens figures hell run even better next time.  "And we started dead last," Neville said. 

Because of a mix-up by organizers, the race started without Owens and Neville, who were still in their warm-ups. "Mentally, it's a drag to start with nobody else there."

It's also daunting to consider their strategy. Imagine running attached to a partner by a two-foot cord and maintaining steady and stable running strides over all those miles. 

It isn’t easy. It's awkward to run white hooked at the taps, handling four cups of water instead of two, dealing with portable toilet stops. 

It's also important .that Owens hear what he cant see. "I talked the whole 28 miles," Neville said, alerting Owens of the six hills they would climb and of runners ahead. (She maintains they ran farther than the official 26.2-mile marathon distance — more like 28 miles)

At one point, Neville commandeered a bicyclist to dear a path for them through slower runners and walkers. Unbeknownst to her, the miles were taking then-toll on her feet. A new pair of socks were bloodied from off-balanced running over much of the way.  "I did not know I was bleeding until the finish line," Neville said later.

Owens began running seriously only a year ago, and Fox Cities was his first marathon. After researching marathons around the country, Neville found that the Fox Cities’ course was without hills. Organizers were happy to accommodate them.

They answered the call," Neville said of the 2,500 friendly folks in attendance.

Owens began running with Kim Foley. Then, when their schedules didn’t match, he started training with Neville, who is a Hodgkin's disease survivor. His speed kept picking up while training with Neville, until he simply got too fast. That's when he hooked up with Rick Gubbels, 44, a three-hour three-minute marathoner who's running in the Chicago Marathon this weekend.

Until a prerace training slow-town, the two had been running 30 to 40 miles per week since April. Once during training, Owens wanted Gubbels and Neville to experience what it was like to run blindly along the trail. "He made us wear blinders last week," Gubbels said. Close friends credit Owens' "mining success for giving him confidence for his life's challenges and opportunities.

"He just burst out of his shell," Neville said. "His potential is not "even tapped yet—the tap's not even on. He's a hell of a runner."

Owens says this about his "running: 

•It gives him an aerobic activity.

• It gave him the chance to meet Helene Neville.

• He is pleased to become an inspiration to others with disabilities.

Besides his own accomplishments, Owens has been training a woman to run who is both blind and deaf. Although he sees those positive effects, he still credits the nine months he spent at the Iowa Department for the Hind's Adult Orientation and Adjustment Center in 1986 for the steps he's taken forward in life.

Almost a year had passed since he'd lost his job in Chariton and moved to Des Moines to enroll in a course to learn how to deal with his blindness. Owens said signing up for the program was the hardest thing he ever did. More than anything, it gave him confidence. After learning both typing and computer skills, he now uses computers at work and at home. He regularly corresponds with family via e-mail. The computers he uses are equipped with a feature that translates printed messages to audio words. He sends messages using a normal keyboard that sounds out each letter as it records it.  Spell-check smooths out the copy, he said.

"Any confidence I have, came from there," he said of his time at the school. "Self-confidence is the biggest thing" they teach, he said. "You don’t have to let (blindness) stand in the way." Owens eventually spent two years at Des Moines Area Community College, then two more at the University of Northern Iowa, where he earned a bachelor of arts degree in community health. He also earned a master's degree in health promotion and fitness management in 1994. After struggling to find a job, he worked as a personal trainer for sighted and blind clients until 1999.

For the past two years, Owens has worked as a community health consultant for the Iowa Department of Public Health. He saved enough money to buy a home last spring. His goals now are to become more computer literate and to possibly pursue a master's degree in nutrition. Last Monday after the race, he took a day off work, slopping his routine walk up the street from his home where he catches the bus for downtown. Instead, he awoke early and soaked in a hot tub. He wrapped a Band-Aid over a blister and around one toe. Then he walked into his computer room to check the Web for the weekend's race results.

"I never dreamed I could run a marathon, sighted or otherwise," he said.

Reporter Bob Modersohn can be reached at (515) 286-2521 or modersohnb@news.dmreg.com

PROGRESS ON DIGITAL TALKING BOOKS

The development of Digital Talking Books in the U.S. has reached an important milestone. A committee under the direction of the National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped (NLS) has approved a proposed standard for digital talking books. The standard is now being considered for approval by the National Information Standard Organization (NISO), where approval is expected by year’s end.

For information on the proposed standard go to http://www.loc.gov/nls/z3986/v100/

 CEDAR RAPIDS CHAPTER REPORT

by Shirley Wiggins

At our July meeting Dove Tanner and I shared with our members comments and reports on the A.C.B. convention. We then discussed the picnic that was held in August. Judy McCarty suggested selling Pampered Chef cookbooks for a fund raiser. We are selling them, $10.00 each, and not doing too bad. If anyone out there wishes to purchase a book, you can contact Shirley Wiggins at 411 3rd St. S.W., Cedar Rapids, IA 52404; or call 319-362-7138.

Our picnic was held August 25th. We had 62 adults and 7 children in attendance. We want to thank all of you for helping to make it such a good day, a day full of good food and warm fellowship which we need to hold onto in these dark times. We’ve all been too busy to get together in September, but we had a meeting the 4th of October. Dove Tanner, Wayne Douglas, and Shirley Wiggins attended the Dubuque banquet and as usual went away full of good food, and content to have shared with our lifetime friends. For entertainment a young high school girl played six short numbers on the vibraphone. She played well. Inez Schultz had another home baked angelfood cake in the auction, I stayed with it and got it. There is nothing as good as Inez’ angelfood cake. Thank you for a nice time, Dubuque.

The Linn County Support Group had a very nice picnic the first of August. There are some good cooks in that group too. Last month Karen Kenenger, Librarian for the Department for the Blind, visited our group and told us about new options when ordering books.

On October 9th five of us will be attending the Southeastern regional support group day held this year in Fort Madison. We’re looking forward to that.

That’s it for now. Don’t forget White Cane Day, and have a happy Thanksgiving Day.

CEDAR RAPIDS COUNCIL OF THE BLIND NEWS

BY Helen Cunningham

Cedar Valley Council of the Blind met at the U.A.W. Union Hall on April 22, 2001. It was decided that we wouldn’t meet in June.

In August we met at Perkins Restaurant in celebration of the birthday of our organization. We invited Gloria O’Neal to our dinner and hope she will join our council as a member.

Our sympathy went out to Ray and Judy O’Brien and their family as Judy’s sister, Kathy Allen, 53, passed away February 11. 

Ray O’Brien was transferred from the Goodwill plant to a Goodwill super store in Waterloo. He is a greeter there and likes his new job very much. Judy is still working and is good humored about having to detour to work because of road construction.

Larry and June Belz had more time to spend with their family and friends this year, which they liked very much. June took her grandson to Hoover’s Birthplace, and Larry is getting some of his relatives married off this summer. They are going to take a friend to the airport in Des Moines, Iowa, and plan on having some good times there. They also went to the Amanas in May. Six members of the Guttersweepers Blind Bowling League attended the American Blind Bowling tournament in St. Louis, Missouri. No one won anything, but they tried, and there is always next year.

There were four from Waterloo who attended the American Council of the Blind Convention. It was great and Steve and Louise enjoyed it very much. The banquet was very good and they met with interesting people. After the convention Steve and Louise went to Albia, Iowa to visit his sister Molly Johnston. She was 89 years old on July 1.

This accounts for all our members except for Don Franklin and myself. As for Don, he went to spend some time with his sister. I just shopped at Wal-Mart and am now trying to find where the summer went. I promise you when I find out I will let you all know.

We would like to compliment John Taylor for winning the George Card Award.

DES MOINES CHAPTER REPORT

by Michael Barber

July found Des Moines Chapter members recuperating from the recent ACB convention held here from June 30-July 7. We had our annual picnic and were pleased to entertain about 60 people.

In August we presented Creig Slayton, who retired as Director of the Department for the Blind, a letter of commendation and appreciation for his 36 years of unselfish service to blind Iowans. Several of our members also made the annual trek to Cedar Rapids for their annual picnic, which is always a highlight of our year. Also, on August 30, several of our members attended a reception at the Department for the Blind for Creig Slayton.

In September, some of our members gathered at City Hall in the City Council Chambers as Mayor Preston Daniels read and presented the annual White Cane Safety Day Proclamation, which proclaims October 15 as White Cane Safety Day. Our President spoke to City Council members and those in the audience about the need to increase the fine for those drivers who fail to yield to blind pedestrians as they cross city streets. He stated that a person is fined over $500 for failure to carry proof of insurance, but only up to $100 for striking a pedestrian.  In the case of one blind pedestrian last December, the driver of the vehicle was fined $550 for failure to have proof of insurance, but only $41 for striking a blind pedestrian.

We would also like to take this opportunity to let you know that the Des Moines Chapter annual Christmas party will be held on Saturday, December 8, at Judge Roy Bean’s Restaurant in downtown Des Moines. Judge Roy Bean’s is located at 210 Court Avenue. The price for tickets is $12 for adults and $6 for kids 12 and under. The menu choices for adults will be a steak and shrimp meal, chicken breast, or cavatelli. A kids’ menu will be available. The doors will open at 11:30 AM and the dinner will begin at noon. A short meeting will be held where the annual election of officers and board will occur.

Checks should be made payable to the Des Moines Chapter, ICUB, and mailed to Des Moines Chapter, ICUB, PO Box 93641, Des Moines, IA 50393. Reservations must be in no later than December 1. For further information, call Dee Clayton at 515-281-1333.

DUBUQUE ASSOCIATION OF THE BLIND

by Inez Schultz

The July meeting of the DAB was at Finley Hospital. Reports on the ACB convention at Des Moines were given. DAB congratulates Donna Seliger on her new position with the ACB. A special “thank you” to Bob and Rose Stratton who collected 31 Iowa gifts for the ACB convention door prizes.

The August meeting was held in the van to the Cedar Rapid’s picnic. Bob Nesler took the minutes. Shirley Conrad volunteered to replace Darwin Reber as vice president. DAB wishes to thank the Cedar Rapids group for a wonderful potluck get together.

Thanks to the visitors for making our Banquet 2001 such a success. A special thank you to Sr. Mary Donard for giving the invocation, to our mayor Terry Duggan for being our speaker and to Heather Wheaton of the Colt 45’s for entertaining us on her vibraphone. Everyone in the DAB had a part to do and under Mary Thelma Kerth’s coordination, everything went well.

Shirley Conrad spent time with her family in Palm Springs, CA, then spent a month visiting her daughter in Alabama. Shirley attended the Alumni meeting at the Commission for the Blind. Our group extends an Iowa welcome to the new Director of the Iowa Department for the Blind. We also wish to invite Joe Weigel to attend another meeting and thank him for his help. Bob Nesler and Shirley will represent the DAB and the Tri-State Blind this year at the Council meeting for the White Cane Day.

Virg Hosch had an extended visit with her daughter in Washington state. Last week Virg took a bad fall in her home and suffered broken bones. She was taken to the hospital in Iowa City. She plans to return to Dubuque this week. Our prayers and best wishes are with her.

We hear the Verdelle Schmalle was picked to represent Iowa as a Power Ball contestant. We are looking forward to watching the show Dec. 1.

Thelma has received the tickets for the ICUB raffle from John Taylor. This is one of our club’s biggest profit makers. She is also making plans for a Christmas party in Cedar Rapids.

NORTH CENTRAL CHAPTER OF THE IOWA COUNCIL OF THE UNITED BLIND

by Thelma Hoover

One can hardly believe that three months have gone by so rapidly. “Time flies when you’re having fun!”

Taking care of business of the chapter has been of primary importance. We have celebrated birthdays, anniversaries, and shared experiences, one with the other. With an attendance of twenty-three to twenty-six, it is, without a doubt, business of the best kind.

Much time and effort had been focused on preparations for our “IRIS Readers Appreciation Day” luncheon. I’m pleased to report that our “Guest List” logged twenty-five readers and guests. Twenty-six Chapter members were also present and it was a lovely time. We were favored with the presence of John Taylor and Sally Vander Linden from Des Moines, which made the day as perfect as possible.

Our Chapter had at least two members who attended the convention in Des Moines, but have not had the opportunity to share their reports with the whole group. We are looking forward to hearing from them at our next meeting.

Much has happened in our country since our last communication, one hardly knows what to say or how to act. Perhaps our best defense is to act with confidence, say as little as possible, and pray a lot.

From Fort Dodge Chapter, we wish to all of you a “Thankful Thanksgiving” and a Blessed Christmas.

Until we come together again in Year 2002!


