Bay State Council of the Blind

57 Grandview Avenue

Watertown, MA 02472

617-923-4519

February 15, 2010

Dear BSCB Members and Friends,

We hope you received the preliminary BSCB convention letter last month and that you have already started making plans to attend the Bay State Council of the Blind (BSCB) annual convention, to be held from Friday, March 26th through Sunday, March 28th at the Hilton Garden Inn, 420 Totten Pond Rd. in Waltham. 

Full registration includes convention materials, Saturday morning coffee, afternoon beverages, the banquet and Sunday morning coffee.  Registration is requested by March 5, 2010. 


Registration for BSCB members $45.00


Registration for non-members and late registrants $55.00


One day registration without banquet $10.00 (Saturday)

These are the same rates as last year.

HOTEL RESERVATIONS:

To make hotel reservations, call Hilton Garden Inn directly at 781-890-0100.    Room rates, which include full breakfast for each person, are $125.00 for single and double, $135.00 for triple, and $145.00 for quad. Be sure to mention that your reservation is for the Bay State Council of the Blind Convention.  A special discount of $25.00 will be applied to any BSCB member’s room that is booked by March 5th. This discount, which can only be applied to Saturday night, will be automatically credited to your bill upon check-out.  This means that the room rates for BSCB members for Saturday night will only be $100.00 for a single and double, $110.00 for a triple, and $120.00 for a quad room.  Note that reservation staff at the hotel will still quote the original room rates for Saturday night.  Reservations must be made with the hotel by March 5th in order to guarantee these rates.  Reservations made after that date are also subject to hotel availability.

TRANSPORTATION:

BSCB wants to make sure that transportation issues do not prevent anyone from attending our convention. We will arrange to have people picked up at one of two locations: Waltham commuter rail station, and Riverside Station on the Green Line. Please contact Bob Hachey  at 781-893-6251 to reserve pick up no later than March 20th. 

CONVENTION SPEAKERS AND ACTIVITIES:

The 2010 convention will open with a Friday evening meeting of Guide Dog Users of Massachusetts from 7:00 to 9:30.  GDUM members should watch the mail for more information.  Contact Carl Richardson, GDUM President, at 617-254-0425 if you have any questions.

Convention registration will be open from 7:30 to 8:30 P.M.  This should help to alleviate some of the crunch on Saturday morning, giving convention attendees more time to hear speakers and to visit the exhibits.

Saturday's activities will begin at 9:00 AM with registration.  Exhibits will be open from 9:00 AM until 1:00 PM with many familiar vendors sharing their information and selling their products.

Our morning session will open at 10:00.  BSCB Secretary, Jerry Berrier, will lead a panel discussion on global positioning devices and how they advance orientation and mobility for blind persons.  Jerry will be assisted by Meg Robertson, supervisor of orientation and mobility at the MA Commission for the Blind.  

There are two options for Saturday lunch. You may wish to take the ten-minute walk across the street to Bertucci’s, or you may opt to eat at the hotel.  As the hotel restaurant is not open for lunch, we have again made arrangements to have lunch prepared for us.  Lunch choices are listed on the convention registration form.  The cost for lunch is $18.00, which includes tax and gratuity.

Please note that the hotel restaurant is open for breakfast and dinner and, this year, breakfast is included with your room reservation.  Braille and large print menus will be available.  If you are still hungry, the hotel offers a food kiosk in the center of the lobby with sandwiches, drinks and snacks.  Payment for these items is collected at the hotel front desk.

The afternoon session begins at 1:00 PM and is packed full of great speakers and information.  Following opening remarks from President Bob Hachey, we will have the opportunity to hear from John Oliveira from the MA Commission for the Blind, who will provide important information regarding MCB budget issues, initiatives designed to foster increased employment of blind persons, and programs that assist elders who are losing their vision.  Next, we will discuss access to personal medical Information.  If you’ve ever been frustrated when important medical information is available to you only in print, then this discussion is for you!  We will learn how to advocate for our right to accessible information from both government agencies and medical facilities.  Following this discussion, Steve Dresser will demonstrate the Pen Friend, an exciting new way to label everything from packaged foods to compact discs to medicine bottles.  There will be a drawing for a Pen Friend at the banquet.

Since our spur-of-the-moment open forum went over so well last year, President Bob Hachey would like to hold another one this year, and he wants you to choose the topic.  Please give Bob your suggestions by phone at 781-893-6251 or via email at bhachey@comcast.net no later than March 1st.

Elections, the first reading of resolutions and constitutional amendments, and general business will round out the afternoon session.  Afternoon activities will conclude by 5:15 PM.

Elections will be held for the five officers: president, first vice president, second vice president, secretary, and treasurer.  All BSCB members are eligible to run for these positions during the election process.  If more than one person is nominated for a position, all nominees will be asked to speak on their own behalf before a vote is taken.  Nominees running for more than one position will speak only once.  If you are interested in running for office, please contact Steve Dresser, chair of the nominating committee, at 781-944-3586 or email him at s.dresser@verizon.net.  

Saturday evening’s festivities will begin at 6:15 with a reception (cash bar) followed by our banquet at 7:00.  Entrée choices are listed on the registration form.  Bob Hachey, BSCB President, will emcee the banquet.  Our special banquet guest is ACB treasurer Mike Godino, who will bring us news from our national organization.  Awards will also be presented.
Saturday evening will conclude with the annual BSCB auction, which is always full of competitive bidding and lots of fun.  Be sure to cheer on our auctioneer, Jerry Berrier, and our own Vanna White, Roz Rowley.  Also, please consider contributing items to the auction.  Items must be new, or as good as new, and valued at $15 or more.  Roz Rowley will gladly accept your items during the day or during the cocktail hour. Festivities should conclude at 11:00 PM.

The convention will reconvene promptly at 9:00 on Sunday morning.  Kim Charlson, Director of the Perkins Braille & Talking Book Library, will update us on the latest news from the library.  We will also have two panel presentations--one on pedestrian safety and audible signals, and another regarding shopping on-line.

General business and the reading and discussion of resolutions and constitutional amendments will wrap up the convention.  The convention will adjourn by 12:30 PM.

To register, please complete the attached convention registration form and return it along with payment to Roz Rowley in the pre-addressed envelope provided, which will require postage.  Checks should be made payable to the Bay State Council of the Blind. Be sure to complete the entire form and clearly mark your Saturday lunch choice, banquet selection, and convention program format preference.

As you can see, plans are set for another successful, fun-filled convention.  If you have questions, please contact one of us.  We’re looking forward to seeing you in March!

Sincerely,

Your Convention Coordinators

Kathy Devin
Phone: 617-472-0308
Email: Kathy.Roach@massmail.state.ma.us
Marcia Dresser
Phone: 781-944-3586
Email: mn.dresser@verizon.net
Roz Rowley

Phone: 617-923-1906

Email: skip1500@aol.com
BAY STATE COUNCIL OF THE BLIND

2010 CONVENTION REGISTRATION FORM

Name: ________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________

City: ___________________ State: _____ Zip: ________

Phone: ________________________________________

E-Mail: ________________________________________

Please provide me with a receipt:


____ Yes ____ No

I would like my convention program in:


____ Braille ____ Large Print ____ Disk

​​____ $45.00 BSCB MEMBER REGISTRATION

____ $55.00 Non-Member Registration

____ $10.00 One day registration

My Saturday lunch choice is:

         1 non-alcoholic drink,  salad, chips and Cookie are included)

​____ $18.00 –Veggie Wrap

____ $18.00 –Turkey Sandwich

____ $18.00 – Italian Sandwich

____ $18.00 –Ham and Cheese Sandwich

My banquet meal choice is:

____ Grilled North Atlantic Salmon with Lemon Hollandaise Sauce

____ Chicken Marsala with Mushroom Sauce____ Vegetarian 

My banquet dessert choice is:
____ Chocolate Mousse Cake
____ Fruit Boat

$ ______ TOTAL ENCLOSED

Send Convention Registration Form along with your check made payable to Bay State Council of the Blind in the pre-addressed envelope provided or email your form to skip1500@aol.com. Please indicate that your check will be in the mail. 

   Roz Rowley

   16 Paul Street

   Watertown, MA 02472

Please advise below if you have any other questions.
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